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Common Language and National Identity
—A Study on the Language Policy in Singapore—

YAMADA Hiroshi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Singapore advocates a unique bilingualism which encourages people to learn English and “a mother
tongue.” There has been an emphasis on English because it is regarded as a language for science,
technology, international commerce, and industry. On the other hand, “a mother tongue” could be
Chinese [Mandarin], Malay or Tamil, and it has been valued because of its cultural importance in
helping people maintain their own tradition and ethnic identity. However, is it possible to make such
a distinction among languages? Can languages be regarded statically in terms of function? In this
thesis, I would like to examine major language policies in Singapore historically and to show that
English, especially their Pidgin English, “Singlish” has also become a cultural language through
which people can identify themselves as “Singaporean.”
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“Singlish”: She kena sabo by them.
FEUEGEE: She was sabotaged by them.
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THEOHDLENELTCNWDEEZLND XA T,
HOMERTRELBZZDXA470O0TG ., [HE
AL TAEA - BERE] Bl TR Y, HEERIC
KT D ZHAHIRBBENBENTWD Z LR b5,

x4 RKFEORLREIAT (BRE) T 2R5
SGED S AT | e e | s g s gy | LR
S =z
i;i;g?jﬁ 40.5%|  6.0%| 0.6%| 42.3%| 10.6%
/N 28 S 4E, -
2;2222&§§: 38.3%)| 14.4%| 0.6%| 38.9%| 7.8%

(HFT : Shaw 119-20 X Y {ER%. )

7o, LEEOREOR 20 FH%IC, EEESEER O
BRIGIC o T v R — VBN AN E RO O FERZE
DKRYESEICEHT HMEEZIT- 72, 1 I,
AL TIXRWHREEAFET @ 68%). [P & W\ DIk
1L “Singlish” I[ZHI VR 2 5 :79% 1 FDRIZENH V|
RIS U T A & DNFEGE DB ER DAL &\ N3 1) T
WAHZ ENEDND, ZOXIRSHEDOa— R
BRZIZB L2\ & % Tongue 23EHT L T =3,
LREOFRERERD B ORI BARRICEfE T 5,
ZOXIREH/EDOa— ROV EZIX, ZEHEEE D
EREBADOEK TH D EDR G b H D (Pakir 76),
B, SO a— ORI OIF», a— REE
([F—DXHIZHBIT HFEE LNV DIRE) DBG
VAR LTI RNICA OGNS EEZ DD,
Xu B FEAMRICBIT 2 SiEEEEICET 20 A
DOFER, THEELFETIRICMSHOSELIRE 50
& DRIV 76% (885 AH, 667 N) 2NEERIEIZ
Ao Z L EHLMMILTWS (142), ZOFHE
FERITIEELFE TR 2 — NEAICHET 5 5O T
HHMB, FETIEZ) LEESR R THDL &
R LTBY, HELFETERO EA N7 T
FIELTCWDAREMERH D EE 2 BN D,
DX DI ESERRE 2T 5 T, “Singlish”
G DR OB O BB LR S 7o R EIZ D
THELZ LIV, Tongue 1L, v L — TRV U HHR—
JUC I ECHUAH 2> & O A% | 555 DEEEZ 8,000
~ ANV HBEN T EE ORI G DY L L ARk D
ENRTFE-TZEERITND D), Z DRI,

=IZhRE
SEES]
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ERS () FEBENO RN RO L B D,
FEEL LARWAX BFEICHWS ZENTE D L9,
TALOERENERH ST 2 L3RRI E#EL 720,
BER D &30 | 1970 FRKREE T AR —/LT
AZ IR IN L SiEIEImERTHY | L@k
ELTHROVEHENEWVWEEIEI~L—GETho T,
O L7eRIT, RS~ LB DOREEE L
B AN E D U BEERR SN ERRZ &
TholzLBbivd, Tongue iE BV ML L 7-3558
TR L NIRBTE 720 L, HICHEEEW E IR D
REBLD] (12) LOEZEZRLERNS, FALOLFHE
X TZNEEI A2 DODOBERBEEOTEL LT
SEREICHEEEL TV D) (111) ERBODHTWD, iz,
FEZEIL, BREBEO TR L L TR T DIV EGE
LW FEEAMEO THERBE L - ik 2322
& D RMFEAE R LTV (200) , BEIR D “Bazaar Malay”
IR S Te D & [RIRRIZ . TR DB D B I3 K AL
L7=35E & LT “Singlish” NELH SN EE X
bid,

KRAVL, TV T HIETHEIEAE O LI O EER
AL BEICTRERE S K Hlchkd s, TDOALXD
ENRLT WA D RGENRIET D E LRI TND
(31), HbE T, ALITZ OHRE A2 AR IRET S
BE& & U CHERE L & O B RIR 2 &1 T [5GED
PR RE N ARG A RE L, £ L TREIED HERE
kT 5 EORMRERL, VAR — VORI %
OIF THRRE O FFENFET D MRELZTH LTV 5D,
Z D X 57 “Singlish” J R D 2R E BB
LFOREEZBRE T T Al L7z GEIXA &
IZERRBTE 2 LIS TE 20, #EmORMNH
% EBbns, “Singlish” (XHICERN®E L 5720
TlE/e < B REWRAWE MR Z 5 T2 DO
BRAEALTWDEDIRAFTNH Y, HlzIX, HDHR
—AR—=VICKRO LD REERBRH S TWS, P

Take for example the phrase “he is very one kind one.”
It is almost impossible to capture the essence of this
phrase in Standard English, without compromising its
succinctness... there is no other language that can

encapsulate as much meaning in our context.



FRLOBISC (BHAESY) 13 “Singlish” DFEH Te
TFAVUTBRE D EHE LAY, ARYESRGE A 460 & T 2o
WRRHERETHOHNMICEVWERERVE D%
“Singlish” TIIRBELTE L, LDORMBRINATH
%o DFEV., EAEE (BEYERGEE) IZITRViREx T
L8 (“Singlish”) A L TWL L DERTH S,
“Singlish” 3% D X 9 REEEZFFD b D TH AL,
Tongue A3 IR ~72 X 512 THIZEIEW E RN D R &
HO] EWLDZEITRYTRNVWESADTIEA D,

P & (T 70 2 TR B AT OAfE 2 58 80 2 WLE D
H5HZ LI, Tongue HHRDTHY | v ATHR—
DOERE KA (M) T. T. B. Koh DiEZ#EAT LT\ 5,

= =%

U b~ 2 BRD X 972 b DIE0, WMV THED
2N (BEFEZ) FFL WA E FIZTE, 20 A
MU HR=INLRZ L — T OANFETIThh
L. BOMBWHNT (EFEE) WETHA D, R
FTTICHSN Y v HR—=VATE EZSNTIELD
(7-8),

VT L HRFED FALOEMIZEA L TR DT
220 h LAy, Koh (FEEHEDSEE L 1T R 7 5
SENFRERCESEAE ST D0 THD &
LT, ZNZHEMITIHME L TWD, SEE LT
Koh |37 6 < AEHERFEDOEHE 1 2 FF> TV 2dH D
EEZONDN, LELOSEICIIERE L B 55
EATHWAERNREIN TS X Iclbhs,

BERo LB | SiEReE _%féﬁﬁfF@%&
WD IRFIT“Singlish”ICHI 0 B 2 5 | &A1 L2 HIG A
I 80%DEHRITEL TWVWD Z LT, EHEFFETE W
TR OVERE W Z“Singlish” TlIfzx b d & D
FUfiRo, KEUE L BLp DM E ORFETY VAR —ILA
ELCORBEMRSCHEFENE DD ETH5 2
FR R AL SN TWDE Z L2 HH bR S,

AEIVE, VU HR—=ILDH 5 FOAFAE RO
HEEMEATE LT EORNEERFIT LTS (38),

Vo) vald, YHTHARICRA L, 5D
MmEEAILMIVWZ LIETHBE, FRUT N
~wA#E JEIGETCRIT L HERDOTH D,

WX IO Z LI TH D 2T,
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VUHBR—NVANTETOZEIETHY, R
JVAOIBEOZ LIEADTHDH, (B : The New
Paper, 15 August 1988. F#IZBIHEIZ L 5.)

E R R Bkl a2 K U S5, BEE»D
HHDOSEN, FaF - TATrT 4T 4128
DHLOTHLZLITWALNTHDLEEZBND,
Pakir | %, 7> > CEMAMEZITTE L L TOME L2
FFlzle o =SB CTH DN, HiEIT T U AR =LA
DYACH) - BRI T AT T 4T 4 #RKBT 5720
DEIME HOEROL Il FEIBRTND
(82), TN FETOELMND, Pakir O AN Y72
LOTHDZ LidimERizenwEBbns,

5. S8l K% HE
TR AT IS B EFED NI ZRALE DT I,
TR LIEZEBYHL T THLEHANSHETH D08,
RO EBD NADF > aF Vv TATT 4T 4
EDORb Y BEE TR, HEEL TREE LRk
LW EEE L ToOMKE HDOERFOSETH D &
Ezxbb, £, :@’kﬂ%\é%%#%m-
[ E A HE 2 CREREIX /2~ % 7 7' e — F I didkam D
%ﬂ#%ék%z%ﬂéo_®£kow1 [R)EE
ESNDEFEEFER L L TELZLTHI,
HANDNHE (WEAFESE) EHEmE L TREE
W &K DHEERN 1979 FEICPth s iz & %
D LB D, [RBECK ZHEEE L7z Lee Kuan Yew 73,
%®3OHEEAﬁﬁ FoUT % N CHERE O B2
BT 2 REA R LTS, ' 2o TRIE. /R
&E%m75¢l®m%ﬁﬁ%ﬁmbtﬁ%$ﬁ#
R MICHERE B A < o TWVWD FEDRMEZ
FENS TR = ~DFH - BEOTRNNSH 5
TEEBSEZRNERLTWD, MO THS LAY
San EAEDT O EERRIX, 4 TITRRE RN E &
FFOFEHAWEHL LTHEASIN TV DRI TH D,
FTo, HEFE L FRRIC TRIGE) &L S o~ L—3EDS,
AL LB Thiv, DAlImiE & U THEE L
TW=Z EEBERD LB ThHh D, BIEHEEH L H
D, BMELCOEGEELE LT, £/o, v L—%D [
Bl ELTMESTHRZEOBRE/LT-bDD, v
—EdEEE & L CoRHENEWIEHSEIEOME



BERFOLDOTHHT-Z LIFHEETH D,

9O L7eREBRETIUL, SRECxT 2 ire -
FERRT 7o —FI0T LS RbDOTRNE
EZXBND, Leeld, 2 S EROMILEZIE X Tz
1970 R [FFEIX. EEah L, 5 Aebo4k
Yﬁ@fm TEETVWE LD THD LB TH5E, Y

DOEFEIX, EEE HEAEIETHED L 228 Eh4 5
imf%#émt%@fi&éﬂ San O ENAER 72
HWEEZREBRLI-bOTHD Lo IZBbns, [REE)
®u%0?ﬁﬂ£%&%®f%5_k%ﬁ%ﬁbf
WA ERY ., SEEAFEN - EEMICHE 2 DRI

2ESA

M DRMB DL D THDLEFEADIEHA D,

EOH Y IFITEENTH VRN & ZaEk L.

BRERYICHE R B 2 EMBENTH D B Z LD,
FERE, HRIITRGEO SRR AN T H & %
Lee b L TW-L, v~ L —iBIZbEERD LB
v’ Y Ak L7z “Bazaar Malay” & FEIXN D EFEN H 5
L oIC, SREOBEMTRE L T TRV, e
TRENE 2 DIEBERH > TV D FEFEZ BRI T,
ZTOEREH LD LIFRYTRVEREDbND,
UH RNV OFFEERITIE, xR EEEOMIC
BELEEBRRbHLEEZEZLND, FERGTE%
Pl UFERE O K & X 5 BEIR O BUR R, “Singlish” %
Pl UREYESCEE O F & B8 h 3 2 SRR EE) X
WL S R HER @Luh%ﬁﬁféﬁ%kezé
Kuo O EIC X, v o AR — D FEEARSHEIX
MER D m W E i ARV EEEICKBI S, RiiF & LT
%_Ek%uu 3, R & L C“Bazaar Malay”X° & &t ik

DH#EFSHALESIT LTS (1976 12), HBE
1ﬁalmwﬁmﬁﬁ@§%&bf%wEMaik
HE=ZTIEPRHOCLEGITD 70 EE X B,
MO NSEEL 2SN TV AEREETH 5,

LL, ABELROZERBY S, ThE
FEL. O NTEBOEFEORNTEZ TS H D]
T%D B Z ITWEFEOG S, Y HR—LEAND

WCAKRDORZEL LTHWLNTWEERETH D,

&@ Eahnd LT L HRERFSICH LIREORNGE
EEADIEFEOMHEMT Z L IFTHS TR VHFHE,
HEGE L OBR T 1979 FE DRGSR — m@ﬁ%%
HIFCERN, EALSIC Téﬁ%@ﬁ%%
1980 PR KR 2 THAUZ, BLAE F CHnsiEm 1
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ORI RBEND L, FERMGEEILT LY
M EINDEREHLDOTIEHRWVWESZ D125 9, T,
BT I E R ) S <0 Singlish” % & 5 BE RGBT 5
BENRONH, " AR ITEAEZES EATREN
FERINDEMEICE IRV, ZOEFRITIE, B
HOSHEBSSUCHIF DO EN D D L EZ BN D,

HEFEM N DEUR & 5 %% HEHE L 72 Lee Kuan Yew <°,
SRR ETES) 2 B 4A L 72 Goh Chok Tong Id, W9 4L
,“Straits Chinese” & FEIZIL B HEERIEN” Th 5,
Lee IE [EHEIR] SEEEVOREE H SN TWDH 0,
MEMIR) JFEIEV M & > CTSinglish” 1% [ % 8
WHIMER S I Th D L5 bivd (KH 1994 69-70),
Flo. YU AR—LTIR TREOMSESHUbIZEL &
DT BN BT, D 50k & TH
HE Ok, B E 725 SREIT [RAFOEZ S
LHRZ2END, LofEfHbH S KA 1994 227),
¢.%ﬁéﬁﬁ<%% . “Singlish” T7g < = #EH

FEDNEM I NLD DI, Lﬁ@ioﬁ@m#*% H
ék%zh IV LD THDH Z LR TE S,

2L, ABEOSHEBIILTLbERE—HALT
W2, B2 X, Lee 1% 1972 4, ASEAN [E Tl
YRR Z AN B ICRIB S TE 272, FEE
TeHITFRAD L DI [5EBER SR A5 2 &1
TERVWD, BEICERHEBETE 5L TND

(F-5 (&) 1), 47 L HEERGEL G L
LARWREN R NORIN TV b T, &BGE
DEBBUIENDR S D LI ICA X D2, [R5
PE AME—OHELE LB X FITRYTHY | Bl
EHtboThD EEbhD,

BERD LBy, kI CTHEL W) SFEHRK
O THLEMEAL « Bkt N5 EDRTNH 5
D, YR AR TH D EF 257259, “Singlish” 23
%%&LTI@%"%?%@%%&L@%ﬁ\H

UUBEENREERE LTI BERONTH L B D, B
ZIE, <5 TV 5“Long time no see.” &\ H 3

BUE, THFAARRL ;i (very) /A (long time) /~ (not)
%(wa&wﬁml%ﬁtﬁ&@ﬁﬁ%D\m%
JEEO—HE & L TREESE IC bR SN TV D,
%E%hﬁt//ﬁbt%%i%%b:EﬁT%
&mb HICHEWE I RE D] LR
MEEEE OHPICH D Z LIIERD LB TH D,



LML, FEEEGE TEVRELRVERSVNEEZ D
BREA D VEENA L, EROTY AT T 4T 4
DDA EETHHEZEZOLNDZ b, Dl
EHZFDOMEITEESNDRE TIERWEAS S,
SETATUT 4T 4 LD IZONTIE,
BEE L - TEORBERLTCND, HFEEE LBURD

20 RO Y #HA % [BIFA L T, Lee Kuan Yew (3,

ERCIRWEHIEES P DL EORMRERLTVD,

RANBICEEE L FOE LR, shiRIcHIZ L
HEERCKANTZBEOSZENEE > TX 7229 (Promote

Mandarin Council 34), “Singlish” OFA ., FEHIC

FARD BN Z BB H D D TIERWTEA D D,

L2 L, “Singlish”% Tt L CHLET 2 Z L 132
Tlix7evy, EFLoak#E & &+ T Lee 1%, [“Singlish”
IXE R IR LIRS, Mkt 2
I T D007 B2 TEY ., (Promote
Mandarin Council 36) HETHAVLENH LA,
KL, BFBE/ NS WS THA OSFERREIT
ARRF L 725720, Fim < NEMAE) [T&KFT 2
ZEIIMNIEE L TORRGTIER <. /DE O
THHEDRFEZRLTWD (1994 227-28), S0
ERDBFEHINFE N OB TE RV OITHEE
THO ZHITHHT L Z LITHET s RETHA D,
KHEX, oW T, ITAHEZ B ERICEEL L2
WHBHE, BFEHEMRZ LT [RKF] OB
FEE L. MAMOFEZ LW UG &
DREEZRL TS (1994 231), SENSEHER
IR BLEICEIR E RN b D TH D Z ENFFETHIL,
VUHR—=MTEITD ZxET S EER - EER

ff}i ke

l:llll:l

T7u—FPMEIESND Z L i%x%ﬁb\&%bﬂéo

ZFhn TSEMARIR) Thiud, Eazfo -
EZLCEAR, L L, EROR % i@“
EWVD T liF, BRIIEEHV G VI ZETYH
bHh, 5%, YUTR=LDALNED XS I51H
ZIRIRT L0 HFITER SN D,

6. BHLVIZ

AL TIL, YU HR—IOIEFE, FRICHEFED
b HFLFratn - TATUoT 4T A DOEDY &
KpHFEEERAT-, AEOKEE, LbiFry il
L 723555 CTdH 5 “Singlish” 1%, FED A & 23 FE
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CHAT KA R TCTE, LOBFETEVRELRWVE
REWERZAONDHEHETHY, FTvatfn- 74
TUT AT I EETHDLZ ENH BN
Sl EBbhs, iﬁ%@ﬁ%f\%ﬁﬁﬁﬁm
i % RIEOIGEILX, FEANSEE L TORBE LG
HHD T, ML SFEOMERZ H bR D
ThdrLEzLND,

HBFIL, S KD RER BRI AL,
HE O SREO &2 NI A An 7 558l 4
A CTEELTVWD L) ICEbis, Ziicxt LT,
§¢M§%ﬁ®%¢%ﬁ5_ﬁ<®i%%éMé#\
UHR—E NS FFEBEVEFEBEAT DI,
HBEOEEBOER LG5 LB R D OITSEBIRIZ
WEDLZ5 DD,

T 6 TN S RE D o o AR — V& B D % <
Wiz 0% 2L, FEZESWRFRE 22T T
EF & L TOEFEHEL TWD, KEICHEWVER
DORERLHZEAE L TH Y | 2000 FA0IEEIZ 1T THT B
DBEFERMANRLE OND LI oT, THBR]
DOIMMNIBELHNTE Y, BBk £ B9 Lee Kuan
Yew bEMX L TWAR, ZORFIEFHEE A > Ko
HERTHEY, FEOANDITIEE 10 HFHMT 26%50
LTWD (HARFEHE) , #BEE TS o R—n
SERENELHIBICAT LTz 1959 4, & v R —uizix
I%%W@%#®*Ofbyﬁﬁ%ﬁit*¢ﬁJ
Wi, AN PBOSiEL -7, B0z
Al D7D DRSO L oo BRI T
W5 (B85 (&) 177, ZOESHL¥ER
o TBIED ., RIED A & 23 TFERRE &l % 72— KK
ZRWVWTND EIERNTLEB X DNRWIRRH D,

A& BNERBEZ M [ S 2RI 5 BT,

HEFENEELREE R EIIHLNTH 5,
BERTEVD, o HR— VERD @O E O

AL BN TAET D Z EbHENTH D L Ebivs,
MEOALD—> L LT, “Singlish”® 58 DAL
ARHENLFEERS L LD EEZBND, [HTE
R OZL RO T URFEICY AR —IVERO
BEEZELTNDZ LT, BEVWRNE S ICEDI
Do

2% 3k
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' JFEETIE “Speak Good English Movement” 7273,
AL TIEZNEZBER LT, HBEREER T 5,
* Goh Keng Swee and the Education Study Team  2-2.
B REBOEMIE p1-1,1-2,.. LW HFXTH D,
POMSILIRT D Y H R — L DR L O S EE 1L,
SRR, HEEE, v L—RE, ¥ I LEEO 4 FHOBE
FARERI DR RANZ L LT,

Y1963, v T YEI LU AR—L, BT U
TN (IHEEIER LR A) BEFL~ L — T3
IR LTz, 1965 0 LB X, Y HHR—1LD
PAP NREEMICEL Z BNV T [~ —v 7T
AND=L—7 | OFBREEHEL, ~L—T 7 HR
BUF EXRISE L2 Z ERRA & 7o T,

S AR E B S DZEE T 577 Lee Kuan Yew (3.
FEBSO 3 SEERESICEHLCUIBENTHA
DLl A D L BURMIICME—BEE S NS S BURIT
3EBEHTHHLEZ W B2 RELTEY,
EEIZITZ OHEERR S TRV L2 L T\
(Lee 1998 216),

b 2L —o T LIdE4 TR E B RS EE
Ko THELOMERH Y A > KR T 1963 D
<~ L— U7 EEERIC R L CEICHEEREZEH B
[RHRBOR | 80 Tl LTz,

" 7T : Goh Keng Swee and the Education Study Team
1-1. 728, FEEROEIG X 4 SFEHO2FRH
WEOL2HETH B,

8 HIFT : Kuo 1976 6 38X 1N Kuo 1985 4 [ZH—S %
Bk, 723, 1957 FOFEEITYHEEL 15685
EEL 1972 FB L1978 FEOEAEIZR U< [HfiR
TE5| BEZTLTEY., BEIZITBENERD
RIZEEEZET D,

S W, FFEEFD 1978 £ QBB BT B W 21T
VY, BRI R p R o dERE L LTk, TR
T~ L —3BIckITRWNC LTS, EFRETIE~ L
—mx Lo BEEML TS (127),
R, WEBEEE L L TOENEME S,
1975 FF 2B HREDNEFEN L IGEICYI D B 2 5,
1980 4E1TIE S v H AR — )L KBTI S AUV IR L 7=,
BT, £ 2 TRLEEBY EREBICH -7
e D . BB FEEN 1984 £ D 1987 £ TOR
(B PERICIGE~EI D B 2 B D 2 &8, 1983 4E(C
B Bl S LTV,

W “kena” 1Z B TIZE D LE 5 b ARWVRARER
ERTTDICHND v L—iBEEOEHGEE WD
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TVWHICEBEZET D (VU RV OZBREL
831 N&7p>TWV5D),

B Shaw I3, Y HE—L, A K, ZAD3H[E
DRFA 825 N xtG &4 5 R ZITV, K
KT DREEE ST LTS (o HHR—L ADE
BEBIT 170 £4),

'* The Straits Times, 1 May 2000.
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<http://www.news.gov.sg/public/sgpc/en/media_releases/

agencies/mica/speech/S-20090317-1.html>.
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