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The Role of Vertue in The Pilgrim’'s Regress

SAKURAI Naomi

Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

C. S. Lewisiswell known as the author of The Chronicles of Narnia. He also wrote, as a Christian
apologist, Mere Christianity which is considered to be the most convincing defense of Christianity in
the 20th century. Although C. S. Lewiswas a popular Christian apologist, his path to Christianity was a
long one with many twists and turns. His intellectual progress was from realism to idealism; from

idealism to pantheism; from pantheism to theism; and from theism to Christianity.

The Pilgrim's Regress is the first work that Lewis published after he accepted Christianity. He
describes his path to Christianity in an allegorical way so that we can see the unmistakable strugglesin
his mind. A young man named Vertue, who represents a man who has established his own disciplined
standards and tells God to let him aone, appears as soon as John has lost hisreligious belief. He keeps
reappearing throughout the story. Through a detailed analysis of Vertue, | have found that for Lewisthe

moral norm is based upon “mere Christianity”.
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“You don't believe in the Landlord, do you?

‘I know nothing about him—except by hearsay like
the rest of us.’

“You wouldn't like to be under his thumb.’
‘Wouldn't like? | wouldn't be under anyone's
thumb.’ (53)
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‘I"d let him put me in the black hole sooner than
take ordersif the orders were not to my mind.’ (53)
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‘Certainly not,” said Vertue. ‘We must keep to the
road. We must keep on.’

‘I don't see why,’ said John,

‘| dare say you don't,” said Vertue. (55)
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‘The main road took them without a bend,” said
Vertue. ‘And | often made scarcely ten mails a day.
But that does not signify: | have learned something

19 Clyde S. Kilby, The Christian World of C. S. Lewis, Wm.
B. Eerdmans, 1964, p.30.
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of climbing and sweated off a good deal of soft
flesh....” (98)
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‘... It would be in accordance with the rule.’

‘What rule?

‘The rule is,’ said Vertue, ‘that if we have one
chance out of a hundred of surviving, we must
attempt it: but if we have none, absolutely none,
them it would be self-destruction, and we need not.’
(99)
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‘Oh, It's you, Mother Kirk, is it? said Vertue, and
added in an undertone to John, ‘I have seen her
about the cliffs more than once. Some of the
country people say she is second-sighted, and some
that sheis crazy.’ (100)
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‘I am afraid it is no use, mother,” he said; ‘| cannot
put myself under anyone's orders. | must be the
captain of my soul and the master of my fate. ...
(105)
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‘Then,” cried Vertue, ‘we are—if you care to
acknowledge the kinship. You have probably heard
that Euphuia had a child before she married your
father. | was that child—though | confess that |
never discovered who my father was and enemies
have hinted that | am a bastard.’ (126)
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‘... | know him though he did not tell me, for |
know his family; and his father, whom he does not
know, was called Nomos and lived among the
Shepherds. ..." (196)
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‘... The Shepherds could read: that is the thing to
remember about them. And because they could read,
they had from the Landlord, not pictures but Rules.’
(195)
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‘... Now the Shepherds, because they were under
the Landlord, were made to begin at the right end.
Their feet set on a road: and as the Landlord’'s Son
once said, if the feet have been put right the hands
and the head will come right sooner or later. ...’
(195)
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‘... But I am beginning to find that it will not do. In
the old days it was always a question of doing what
| choseinstead of what | wanted: but now | am

beginning to be uncertain what it is | choose.’ (142)
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‘Vertue,” said John, ‘givein. For once yield to desire.
Have done with your choosing. Want something.’
(144)
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‘I think my heart will break,” said John after they
had gone many pacesin silence. ‘1 came out to find
my Island. | am not high-minded like you, Vertue: it
was never anything but sweet desire that led me. |
have not smelled the air from that Island since —
since — itissolongthat I cannot remember. ...’
(243)
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‘Sick,wearied out with contrarieties, he yields up
moral questions in despair’ (145)
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So all that night he rummaged to and fro in the dark,
calling out Vertue's name: and often it came into his
head that Vertue had been all aong one of the
phantoms of a dream and that he had followed a
shade. (144)
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9 Kathryn Lindskoog, Finding the Landlord, Cornerstone
Press Chicago, p.71.
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‘... You could not do the things | intend to do: and
if you could, | would have none of you. Friendship
—affection—what are these but the subtlest chains
that tie us to our present country? ..." (177)
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John would turn back. Christ forces him on.(178) & & %
Loz, HHBEFA A - F VR NERDTZEN
PRI TS, #ixva v icyr—Fa—%io
TN TRTILEE O RIAZIT W EEH T D,

“No madder than you, and no saner,’ said the Man.
“You will both recover if only you will keep
together.’ (180)
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‘They were narrow. The thing they had charge of
was narrow: it was the Road. They found it. They
sign-posted it. They kept it clear and repaired it. ...’
(196)
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‘It is only necessary,” said Vertue, with a smile, ‘to
abandon all efforts at self-preservation.’ (214)
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... they went on their way singing and laughing like
schoolboys. Vertue lost al his dignity, ... (247)
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