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The Relation between the Ending and the Color Descriptions
in The Return of the King

KAWAHARA Yuka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper is a study of color descriptions in The Return of the King, which is the third and last volume of a very
long story, The Lord of the Rings written by J. R. R. Tolkien. In the third volume, we can see not only the climax of
the struggle between good and evil, but also the consummation of throwing away a evil ring, the death of old lords,
some marriages, the coronation of the king, Aragorn, etc. And the moving scene is that the main characters sail from
the Grey Heavens, moreover the last scene is that Sam returns his home. In his essay ‘On Fairy-Stories,” Tolkien
insisted that all complete fairy-stories must have the Consolation of the Happy Ending. This view is certainly true of

the end of The Return of the King.

Tolkien uses good and effective technique of color descriptions in The Lord of the Rings. The technique of color
descriptions suggests the evolution of characters or events and functions as a key indicator to understand Tolkien’s

idea of a Christian as well as an artist.
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Then he was filled with a red wrath and shouted
aloud, and displaying his standard, black serpent
upon scarlet, he came against the white horse and
the green with great press of men. (V, 114)
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So he rode to a green hillock and there set his
banner, and the White Horse ran rippling in the wind.
(V,122)
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And the hangings of the bed were of green and
white, but upon the king was laid the great cloth of
gold up to his breast, .... The light of the torches
shimmered in his white hair like sun in the spray of
a fountain, but his face was fair and young, save
that a peace lay on it beyond the reach of youth; and
it seemed that he slept. (V, 137-138)
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But the helm of her secrecy had fallen from her, and
her bright hair, released from its bounds, gleamed
with pale gold upon her shoulder. Her eyes grey as
the sea were hard and fell, and yet tears were on her
cheek. (V, 116)
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.. she was clad all in white and gleamed in the sun.
.. and they walked on the grass or sat under a green
tree together, now in silence, now in speech.(VI, 239)
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A hush fell upon all as out from the host stepped the
Dunedain in silver and grey; and before them came
walking slow the Lord Aragorn. He was clad in
black mail girt with silver, and he wore a long
mantle of pure white clasped at the throat with a
great jewel of green that shone from afar; but his
head was bare save for a star upon his forehead
bound by a slender fillet of silver. With him were
Eomer of Rohan, and the Prince Imrahil, Gandalf
robed all in white, and four small figures that many
men marvelled to see. (VI, 244)
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12 Jane Chance, ‘The Lord of the Rings: Tolkien’s Epic’,
Rose A. Zimbardo and Neil D. Isaacs ed., Understanding
The Lord of the Rings: A Reader’s Companion. London;

HarperCollins Publishers, 2005, p. 222.
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Upon the very Eve of Midsummer, when the sky
was blue as sapphire and white stars opened in the
East, but the West was still golden, and the air was
cool and fragrant, the riders came down the
North-way the gates of Minas Tirith. ... and after
them came the Lady Galadriel and Celeborn, Lord
of Lothlérien, riding upon white steeds and with
them many fair folk of their land, grey-cloaked with
white gems in their hair; and last came Master
Elrond, mighty among Elves and Men, bearing the
sceptre of Anndminas, and beside him upon a grey
palfrey rode Arwen his daughter, Evenstar of her
people. (VI, 250-251)
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...and the falling Sun shone upon them and made
all their harness to gleam like red gold, and the
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white mantle of Aragorn was turned to a flame.
Then Aragorn took the green stone and held it up,
and there came a green fire from his hand. (VI, 260)
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‘I think, Frodo, that maybe you will not need to
come back, unless you come very soon. For about
this time of the year, when the leaves are gold
before they fall, look for Bilbo in the woods of the
Shire. I shall be with him.” (VI, 267)
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Elrond wore a mantle of grey and had a star upon
his forehead, and a silver harp was in his hand, and
upon his finger was a ring of gold with a great blue
stone, Vilya, mightiest of the Three. But Galadriel
sat upon a white palfrey and was robed all in
glimmering white, like clouds about the Moon; for
she herself seemed to shine with a soft light. On her
finger was Nenya, the ring wrought of mithril, that
bore a single white stone flickering like a frosty star.
(VI1, 308)
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.. and there was a white ship lying , and upon the
quay beside a great grey horse stood a figure robed
all in white awaiting them. As he turned and came
towards them Frodo saw that Gandalf now wore
openly it was on his hand the Third Ring, Narya the
Great, and the stone upon it was red as fire.(VI,310)
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.. and slowly the ship slipped away down the long
grey firth; and the light of the glass of Galadriel that
Frodo bore glimmered and was lost. And the ship
went out into the High Sea and passed on into the
West, until at last on a night of rain Frodo smelled a
sweet fragrance on the air and heard the sound of
singing that came over the water. And then it
seemed to him that as in his dream in the house of
Bombadil, the grey rain-curtain turned all to silver
glass and was rolled back, and he beheld white
shores and beyond them a far green country under a
swift sunrise.(VI, 310)
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And he went on, and there was yellow light, and
fire within; and the evening meal was ready, and he
was expected. (VI, 311)
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