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A Study on the “Umegae” Chapter of 7 he Tale of Genji

—Mainly on the Kana Calligraphy—

YOSHIDA Kieko

Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Murasaki Shikibu (Lady Murasaki) wrote The Tale of Genji during the Heian period. She discussed
the theory of kana calligraphy in the Umegae chapter of The Tale of Genji. Kana is a Japanese
alphabet. It was customary for young noble-women of the Heian period to master kana writing. It is
highly probable that they had read the Umegae in order to learn the theory of kana calligraphy and to

practice kana writing.
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