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The Theme of Sacrifice in The Light Princess by George MacDonald

YAMADA Atsuko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

George MacDonald (1824-1905), a British writer of the 19th century, is a forerunner of today’s fantasy literature.
The aim of this thesis is to investigate specific quality in his newly created work based on one of the main biblical

themes. The theme is sacrifice in The Light Princess.

It is central idea in both the Old Testament and the New

Testament. In this work, MacDonald tried to persuade us that body and soul cannot be separated on the supposition
that the Princess has been deprived of her gravity. This application of scientific idea to his work is original, thereby

he succeeded in making the invisible visible.
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tends towards extravagance: but always with
restraint, and so with no vanity. *
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