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The Christian World of C. S. Lewis

—Three Clergymen of The Pilgrims Regress—

SAKURAI Naomi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

C. S. Lewis is well known as the author of The Chronicles of Narnia. He also wrote, as a Christian

apologist, Mere Christianity which is considered to be the most convincing defense of Christianity in
the 20th century. Although C. S. Lewis was a popular Christian apologist, his path to Christianity was a
long one with many twists and turns. He went from realism to idealism; from idealism to pantheism;

from pantheism to theism; and from theism to Christianity.
The Pilgrim’s Regress is the first work that Lewis published after he accepted Christianity. He
describes his path to Christianity in an allegorical way so that we can see the unmistakable struggles in

his mind. There are three clergymen in the story. Through analyzing Lewis’s critical representation of
these clergymen, I have found that for Lewis the moral norm is based upon “mere Christianity”.
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' C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Harper Collins, 1996,
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a “converted pagan living among apostate Puritans”
and a man who had taken as long to acquire

inhibitions as others have needed to get rid of them.”
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the belief that has been common to nearly all

Christians at all times.®
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" Clyde S. Kilby, The Christian World of C. S. Lewis, Wm.
B. Eerdmans, 1964, p.13

8 C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Harper Collins, 1996,
preface.xiii.
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‘mere’ Christianity, which is what it is and what it was

long before I was born and whether I like it or not.’

DF Y RHALE, AR OBER, U 2 hD3ZA,
LRI L HETR, BIROETE, WTBR, FRR. #E .
2 HAROKRIIBI, K, HERE, KIE, #Rkiz %
FEELLTELLIERPLDOFY A MATH D,

il ﬂbf FU A MAOREIZERIIME A
el e SPETCULRXLIEIHAZZEZ L)
kﬁ“%’)%ﬁﬂ%\ A ZIKRTHEDT- L D 72F U R b

BB L, 2hEd OKEID DX U X F#ED)
(Christianity-and-water) & FEFOY, 2 9 FL L T\ 5,

the view which simply says there is a good God in
Heaven and everything is all right—leaving out all the
difficult and terrible doctrines about sin and hell and

the devil, and the redemption.”
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Now I am going to talk to you about the Landlord.
The landlord owns all the country, and it is very, very
kind of him to allow us to live on it all—very, very
kind."”

? ibid. preface xv.

O BIEEAT, TR MO E O] H L, 1984 4,
p.110 2,

" C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, Harper Collins, 1996,
p.67.

12°C. S. Lewis, The Pilgrim's Regress, Collins, 1987, p.30.
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He’d take you and shut you up for ever and ever in
a black hole full of snakes and scorpions as large as

lobsters—for ever and ever.(30)
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a man who has been so long engaged in watering
down the faith to make it easier for a supposedly
incredulous and hard-headed congregation ... In order
to spare the laity all ‘difficulties’ he has deserted both
the lectionary and the appointed psalms'
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The Northerners are the men of rigid systems
whether sceptical (<) or dogmatic, Aristocrats,
signed and sealed

‘ Parties’ .

Stoics, Pharisees, Rigorists,

members of highly organized

The Southerners are by their very nature less
definable; boneless souls whose doors stand open day

and night to almost every visitant, but always with

' C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, Harper San
Francisco,2000, p.82-3.



readiest welcome for those, whether Maenad or

Mystagogue, who offer some sort of intoxication."*
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Barth might well have been placed among my Pale
Men, and Erasmus might have found himself at home
with Mr. Broad. (18)
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4 C. S. Lewis, The Pilgrim’s Regress—An Allegorical
Apology for Christianity, Reason and Romanticism,

Collins, Seventh impression 1987, p9-21

the secular virtue of hospitality was worthless, and
care for the afflicted a sin if it proceeded from
humanitarian sentiment, but that he was obliged to act
as he did by the rules of his order.(128)
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So you have met Mother Kirk? No wonder that you
are confused. You had no business to talk to her except
through a qualified Steward, ... Reason is divine. But
how should you understand her? You are a beginner.
For you, the only safe commerce with reason is to
learn from your superiors the dogmata in which her

deliverance have been codified for general use. (130)
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there is at least one object in the world of which I
know more than you. I have tasted what you call
romantic trash; you have only talked about it. ... |
know this by experience as I know a dozen things
about it of which you betray your ignorance as often

as you speak.(130)
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> A.N. Wilson, C. S. Lewis : A Biography, Norton, 1990,
p.134.



WD,

what put me out of patience was the scorn which
claimed to be from above, and which was voiced by
the American ‘Humanists’, the ‘Neo-Scholastics, and
some who write for The Criterion. These people
seemed to me to be condemning what they did not
understand. When they called Romanticism ‘nostalgia’
I, who had rejected long ago the illusion that the
desired object was in the past, felt that they had not
even crossed the Pons Asinorum. 1 the end I lost my

temper.(16)
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' Chad Walsh, The Literary Legacy of C. S. Lewis,
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. 1971, p.68.
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as I grow older I am inclined to set less and less store
by mere orthodoxy. So often the orthodox view means
the lifeless view, the barren formula. I am coming to
look more and more at the language of the heart.
Logic and definition divide us: it is those things which
draw us together that I now value most — our
common affections, our common struggle towards
light. (150)
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John meets Broad Church, modernizing,
‘religion’—It is friends with the World and goes on

no pilgrimage—It is found of wildflowers (148)
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To see a world in a Grain of Sand
And a Heaven in a Wild Flower

Hold Infinity in the palm of your hand

"7 Kathryn Lindskoog, Finding the Landlord, Cornerstone
Press, 1995,p.72.



And Eternity in an hour'®
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‘Ah, Mother Kirk! I love and honour her from the
bottom of my heart, but I trust that loving her does not
mean being blind to her faults. We are none of us
infallible. If I sometimes feel that I must differ from
her at present, it is because I honour all the more the
idea that she stands for, the thing she may yet become.
For the moment, there is no denying that she has let
herself get a little out of date.(151)
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'8 Kathryn Lindskoog, Finding the Landlord, Cornerstone
Press, 1995,p.72.

' C. S. Lewis, The Great Divorce, Harper Collins, 2002,
Chapter 5.
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