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Kiyo Endo (Iwano):Her Thoughts and Her Times

—a Pioneer of the Women’s Rights Activist and a coterie of the Seito—

ITO Tamiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Kiyo Endo (Kiyoko Iwano, 1882-1920) was a pioneer of the women’s rights activist who fought for
the improvement in the status of women from the end of the Meiji era to the Taisho era. The Revised

Civil Code enacted in 1898 provided women were legally

incompetent persons”; however, she

advocated that women themselves should change their traditional thoughts and that women should be

respected in society.

Her views of women’s rights were not accepted when she lived, but her hopes came true one after

another at last. She was a great woman of vision. It is regrettable that she died at the early age of 38.
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