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Process of Kido Koichi’s Political Decision to

Recommend Tojo Hideki for the Post of Prime Minister
—A Cognitive-Scientific Approach to Kido’s Responsibility for World War 11—

TAKEDA Yukichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

By using the cognitive map model as in my former essays, the author here in this paper analyzes by what mental

process Kido Koich made up his mind to recommend Tojo Hideki for the post of Prime Minister, why he chose an

influential military person who argued passionately for war, and made a decision which was finally to lead to the

start of the war with the United States.

Deeply disappointed by the failure and inability of the civilian government to maintain the control and political

superiority over the military division, and yet unable to find any political group that could reestablish the control,

Kido was led to the illusory sense of expectation to keep the arbitrary military forces in place and order by recourse

to the very war-time system that the military department had long endeavored to establish. Kido went further to try

to put the system under a strict control by Tojo as Prime Minister and by waging a war with the US.
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