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Process of Kido Koichi’s Political Decision to
Have Saito Makoto to Take up the Post of Prime Minister
—A Cognitive-Scientific Approach to his Responsibility for War-3—

TAKEDA Yukichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper, the technique of the cognitive science (the cognitive map model) is used, to analyze the thought
process in which Kido made a political decision to have Saito Makoto act as Prime Minister after the May 15 of
1931. Saito was not a civilian; he was no member of a political party, but a professional military person. By
having him at the top of the government, Kido succeeded in establishing a unified system of the whole nation,
comprising both civil and military sections. This made it easy to recognize the Manchukuo and withdraw from
the League of Nations. While the system enhanced the military expansionism and invasion into the Continent, it
somehow retarded a shift to the total war system of later days, and brought a side effect of a possibility of a new
political regime being taken up as a topic of discussion. Kido’s decision to have Saito as MP was non-logical in
terms of his own belief system, but was not irrational in the sense that it slowed down the pace of moving toward the
start of the Pacific War.
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