HARRKFZRFPER A S 22RH I 2 No.11, 129-138 (2010)

10 75 [E ] O AR KB R HE DO FIE A 12 DOUN T
— BLRG HRATE B AR BREE O R B —

RE L
FAKEE KB AL 2 TSR

The Establishment of the First Major
University Museum in Japan
—The historical meaning of the opening of Waseda University Theatre Museum—

MORISHIGE Noburo
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The purpose of this study is to examine the history of the Tsubouchi Memorial Theatre Museum of
Waseda University and discuss the establishment of this first major university museum in Japan from
the historical perspective, while focusing on the educational philosophy of Shouyo Tsubouchi
(1859-1935), professor emeritus of Waseda University. During the early period of university
museums, there already existed a university museum which was comparable to current general
museums in organizational systems, budgets, and publicity. That was the Tsubouchi Memorial Theatre
Museum of Waseda University, which was opened in 1928. This museum was the first university
museum in Japan that had firm organizational structures and budgets, introduced a new style of
comparing and studying a specific subject from the international viewpoint and was open to the public
as a social education facility. This museum was established based on the ambition of Tsubouchi and
his supporters, who considered that a theatrical museum was necessary to popularize theater and
develop the study of theater and they hoped that the museum would not be a mere college facility but a
representative Japanese university museum.
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