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Mokichi Saito and the Director of Aoyama Psychiatric Hospital (1)
—From 1927 to 1928—

KOIZUMI Hiroaki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Mokichi Saito (1882-1953) took over his stepfather Kiichi’s role as the director of The Aoyama
Psychiatric Hospital on April 25, 1927. He made improvements to the hospital that resulted in
reducing the number of patient deaths and escaped patients. However, the number of escaped
patients remained so high that he was warned by police to find a solution. One of the hospital’s
patients and a personal friend of Mokichi was Ryunosuke Akutagawa (1892-1927). The suicide of
Akutagawa on July 24, 1927 gave him a great shock. Stepfather Kiichi died on November 17, 1928.
Thereafter, Mokichi faithfully tended to patients as a clinician and tried his best to run the hospital as

the director.
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