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Shiseikan of the Heian aristocracy and the common people
—On the faith in Pure Land Buddhism during the age of regency—

OYAMA Shinichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Shojikan of recluses in the middle age Japan has been discussed in one of the author’s theses
entitled, “Shojikan of the Typical Japanese Recluses in the Middle Ages.” In this paper, consideration
is given to the Shiseikan of the aristocracy and the common people during the Heian Period. Within
the period wherein regents served the Emperor, Pure Land Buddhism was gradually assimilated and
the preaching activity of Monk Kuya brought about a drastic change in the Shiseikan of the Heian
aristocracy as well as the common people. An attempt is made in this paper for verifying how the
Shiseikan of the Heian aristocracy and the common people went through a transformation process in

association with the faith in Pure Land Buddhism.
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