HARZER AP SR EMT7ERHC 2 No.11, 081-089 (2010)

g n%%@nﬁj\ﬂ—?*ﬁﬂ

y{d
)
(&
%
N,
be={1{[?

T & KPR

B HeT

H AR RFEER OIS

TR AT

Examination of Testimony by English-speaking Witnesses with
Interpreters: Challenges for Better Interpretation

MOURI Masako
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper discusses the challenges of testimony by English-speaking witnesses in a courtroom to
obtain evidence or the background of a defendant. There are two types of witnesses; one is to prove the
indictment prepared by a prosecutor, and the other is the defense of the defendant prepared by defense

counsel.

When witnesses are English speakers and a defendant is also an English speaker, interpreters

have to translate prosecutor’s questions and defense counsel’s questions from Japanese into English,
and translate witness’s answers from English into Japanese so that all participants, including the
defendant in the courtroom, can understand the exchange of discourse. Only one interpreter, however,
is required to translate everything in Japan’s trials. This paper examines the problems of the current
system regarding the legal stance and strategy and proposes the idea of better and fairer testimony by

English-speaking witnesses with interpreters.
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1HFR : What did he say to you on the phone?

AEA : “Let’'sgoto XX. Check itout.”
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AR : What does the phrase “Check it out” mean?

FIE N @ Itis that we buy goods with credit cards.
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AE A : He picked me up.
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HF A : And, what did you do after that?

AIEA @ | passed a fake card to him.
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1#FR A : Do you think that the defendant knew it was a

fake card at that time?

FEN : Yes.
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AR : Why do you think so?

#lE A : Because we used a fake card for shopping.
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made fake credit cards or not?
IEA : 1 think he can make, because there are machines
in his apartment.
WERA DT 3— hZ
L EBNET,
512 F#EANDORX SRR & KEE
AR D X512, ZAUFMREGEAN S KO i
WHENOIIFETH Y | FEOIRIR TR - ﬂ&%

IR D 505 1ERL

84

HA OFEANZRNC IS 1T 5 IEFROMVE & kR

ZTTWLERTH D, EoT, HENLFEAN (B
FOREADR) BED X HITHY GoTedb vy ok
BHEEDT, HEANL OIPEREEBER LTS,
O  FrENTREMEEANT & > TARFIZRRDL 2 &
MU, EHERZRVGEATE LG SIT L9 &35,
FAEANDEZ 2R ITIERTIETEDLITERT LI END
DT, FFENEMOERZ R, AAGETIIAEKE
SNTFEMEMOIOZELTIRHETRETH D,
(1 3)
FHEN : BRI TEDIXN-DTT D,
HFR A : When did you first come to Japan?
AEA : 3 years ago.
WRA : SR TEE L,
FEN: ED L TREDTT N,
AR : Why did you come to Japan?
#E N : My brother AA asked me to bring his passport.
HRRA LD AAIT/RAR— R ER-> TETHRL
WEBEHENTZHTT,
FHEEN : TlE, HEONRRAR— N TREDOTTD,
HFN A : Whose passport did you use to enter Japan?
#E N : My brother’s passport.
BIRA SO NRAKR— N THARIZEKE L,
FEN  FNUTE D LTTT D,
AR : Why did you use your brother’s passport?
FEA : He didn’t use his passport when he came to
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me to take.
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AEA : Yes.
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passport, did you?
AEA : No, I didn’t.
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passport, did you?
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AR : So, how did you get married without your
passport?
Ak : 1 asked my brother to bring my own passport.
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Ak : There was no way. | got married under my
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1#FRA : Could you explain the relationship between

you and BB?

FEA @ I know him.
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AR : Is he your friend?

AEA : Un...not actually.

so close.
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HFR A : Were you working at that time?

ik A : No, I didn’t.
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RN : So, it means that you were free at that time.

Right?

AEA : Yah...yes.
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AR : Have you ever seen this document?

AEA : Yes.
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EFRN : Who wrote this address and name?

Ak : Yes, me writing.
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1HFER A : Is that the only reason why you told the truth?

FEA : Yes, and | think BB knows who my brother is in

XXX.
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1HFER A : Have you known that the defendant had used

stimulant drugs?

AEA : No, I haven’t.
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AR : Then, what did you feel when you heard that

the defendant was arrested because he tried to

smuggle stimulant drugs into Japan?

AEA @ 1'was really shocked.
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1#FRA : Did you know that the defendant came to

Japan?

AEA : No, I didnt.
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1BFRA : 1understand he did volunteer activities.

AEA @ Yes. He was very enthusiastic.
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1HFR A : I also understand he was awarded.

AEA : Yes.

AR @,
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RN : When the defendant is released and returns to

the country, what would you like to do for the

defendant?

FEN  : As his mother, | will supervise him so that he

will not cause this kind of incident again.
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BEFA : What do you think about money for his

living?

FEA < 1 will financially support him until he will find a



job and be independent.
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HER AN : Aren’t you living with the defendant

together?
AEA : No, I’'m not.
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HFA : Then, you didn’t know that the defendant was
involved in stimulant drugs, did you?

AEA : No, I didn’t.
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i FR A : The defendant says that he smuggled
stimulant drugs for money.

TS DO uuéu Y2 @ i

Don’t you have any
other idea why the defendant smuggled drugs?

FIEA : No, I don’t.

HBRA W, &Y EHA,

BEE : 5FE T, BEVWAIZH > TRLIZE WD
X9z THV EFEATLED,

HER A : You don’t remember that the defendant
became violent after using stimulant drugs, do you?
FIE A : No, he never did.

HIRA Wz, 1ELHY EHATLE,
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NI ZETREVWHIZER LIS > T
FI0. XYZ TOAEETE ARIZHEETT ),
#EU N : The defendant says that he smuggled
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stimulant drugs to buy a truck.
difficult to live in XYZ?

FEA : Yes. The politics is in chaos, and it is still
difficult to find a job now.
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AR : Isit the only reason?

FEAN : Um...l always said to him that he should be
independent; so he might not be able to depend on me.
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THFR A : 1t seems that he used stimulant drugs since he
was a high school student. Did you know that?

Is it really that



A : No, I didnt.
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AE A : No, unfortunately...
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HFAN : You mean you didn’t know at all that the

defendant was involved in stimulant drugs?

AL : Right. I didn’t notice.
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B A N : The defendant says that he smuggled
stimulant drugs for money. Don’t you have any
other idea why the defendant did it?

FIE A : No, I don’t atall.
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