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Color Descriptions of Landscape in The Chronicles of Narnia

KAWAHARA Yuka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper is a study of the relationship between landscape descriptions and the use of different
kinds of colors in The Chronicles of Narnia. Narnia is the imaginative world created by C. S. Lewis.

Firstly, he always correlates the appearance of Aslan with both the use of ‘gold’ or ‘golden’ and
changes of the color description of Narnian landscape. This strategy produces the allegorical
atmosphere of the stories and it shows a close connection between character descriptions and
landscape descriptions. Secondly, the depiction of the creation and the end of Narnia is similar to that
of Genesis and Revelation. The imaginative representation of the biblical episodes vivifies the
beginning and the end of the world. Thirdly, Narnian landscape is an idealized image of our real
world. For Lewis, our world is a shadow of Aslan’s real world.

With his color descriptions of Narnian landscape, Lewis expresses not only his faith but also his

longing for his earthly and heavenly home.
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The eastern sky changed from white to pink and
from pink to gold. The Voice rose and rose, till all
the air was shaking with it. And just as it swelled to
the mightiest and most glorious sound it had yet
produced, the sun arose. (MN, p.109)*
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LWW — C. S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe. New York: HarperCollins Publishers,
1994,
PC — C.S. Lewis, Prince Caspian. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers, 1994,
VDT — C.S. Lewis, The Voyage of the * Dawn
Treader ” . New York: HarperCollins Publishers,
1994.
SC — C.S. Lewis, The Silver Chair. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers, 1994.
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HHB — C.S. Lewis, The Horse and His Boy. New
York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1994,
MN —C. S. Lewis, The Magician’s Nephew. New
York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1994.
LB — C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle. New York:
HarperCollins Publishers, 1994.
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The country all looked dark gray, but beyond, at the
very end of the world, the sea showed pale. The sky
began to turn red....the red turned to gold along the
line where the sea and the sky met and very slowly
up came the edge of the sun. (LWW, pp. 160-161)
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It was a valley through which a broad, swift river
wound its way, flowing eastward toward the sun.
Southward there were mountains, northward there
were lower hills. But it was a valley of mere earth,
rock and water; there was not a tree, nor a bush, not
a blade of grass to be seen. The earth was of many

colors; they were fresh, hot and vivid. (MN,
pp.109-110)
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And as he walked and sang the valley grew green
with grass. ... Soon there were other things besides
grass. The higher slopes grew dark with heather.
Patches of rougher and more bristling green
appeared in the valley. ... It was a little, spiky thing
that threw out dozens of arms and covered these
arms with green. ... When they were nearly as tall
as himself he saw what they were. “Trees!” he
exclaimed.(MN, pp.112-113)
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Now the land of Narnia ends where the waterfall
comes down, and once you have reached the top of
the cliffs you will be out of Narnia and into the
Western Wild. You must journey through those
mountains till you find a green valley with a blue
lake in it, walled round by mountains of ice. At the
end of the lake there is a steep, green hill. On the
top of that hill there is a garden. (MN, p.155)
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The trees grew close together and were so leafy that
he could get no glimpse of the sky. All the light was
green light that came through the leaves; but there
must have been a very strong sun overhead, for this
green daylight was bright and warm. (MN, pp.31-32)
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The weather had changed and the whole of that



green enclosure was filled, like a great green cup,
with sunlight. It was a very peaceful place, lonely
and quiet. (HHB, p.149)
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* Walter Hooper ed., The Collected Letters of C. S. Lewis
Volume /7. New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 2004, p.
1949,
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What he saw was blue waves flecked with foam,
and paler blue sky, both spreading without a break
to the horizon. (VDT, pp.13-14)
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In a few moments the darkness turned into a
grayness ahead, and then, almost before they dared
to begin hoping they had shot out into the sunlight
and were in the warm, blue world again. And all at
once everybody realized that there was nothing to
be afraid of and never had been. (VDT, p.187)
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They all looked. But they saw only bright blue sea
and bright blue sky. The Dark Island and the
darkness had vanished for ever. (VDT, p.188)
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And as they sang, the gray clouds lifted from the
eastern sky and the white patches grew bigger and
bigger till it was all white, and the sea began to
shine like silver. And long afterward (but those two
sang all the time) the east began to turn red and at
last, unclouded, the sun came up out of the sea and
its long level ray shot down the length of the table
on the gold and silver and on the Stone Knife.(VDT,
p.205)
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And when, after some consultation, the Dawn
Treader turned back into the current and began to
glide eastward through the Lily Lake or the Silver
Sea (they tried both these names but it was the
Silver Sea that stuck and is now on Caspian’s map)
the strangest part of their travels began. Very soon
the open sea which they were leaving was only a
thin rim of blue on the western horizon. Whiteness,
shot with faintest color of gold, spread round them
on every side, except just astern where their passage
had thrust the lilies apart and left an open lane of

water that shone like dark green glass. (VDT, p.236)
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The valleys, far beneath them, were so green, and
all the streams which tumbled down from the
glaciers into the main river were so blue, that it was
like flying over gigantic pieces of jewelry. (MN,
p.168)
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They came down to the river, following bright
and blue in winter sunshine, far below the last
bridge(which is at the snug, red-roofed little town of
Beruna) and were ferried across in a flat barge by
the ferryman; ....(SC, p.234)

Religion in C. S. Lewis’s Chronicles. Dallas: Benbella
Books, Inc., 2005, p.254.
® Ibid., p.259.
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Then Aslan stopped, and the children looked into
the stream. And there, on the golden gravel of the
bed of the stream, lay King Caspian, dead, with the
water flowing over him like liquid glass. His long
white beard swayed in it like water-weed. (SC,
p.238)
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At the same moment the doleful music stopped.
And the dead King began to be changed. His white
beard turned to gray, and from gray to yellow, and
got shorter and vanished altogether; ....(SC, p.238)
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And now the snow was really melting in earnest and
patches of green grass were beginning to appear in
every direction. Unless you have looked at a world
of snow as long as Edmund had been looking at it,
you will hardly be able to imagine what a relief
those green patches were after the endless white.
(LWW, p.119)

ZOHHE T, HWERREFIZE T TVE, FERD

TVxvevaryrVE TIv ST T T

R ROV REEIL ] &= = BB ER | RAEREEE . 1996
4, 265 ~—,

8 ey —f [C. S A 2ADHR—KkiEDEE L E—].
Eiitt, 1999 4, 237 ~_X—3,

I =7 EEGEYRR

76

(2% R RILOMAE & 2R

ERTEATE VRGO TR DT b, —m
\ZIRDS > TUW% ‘white” DI ‘green’ A3 x L&
EREDEFIL. BR3P LTo/HI-TWnDH L
ERDOLTWD, GEYF) X2 DORFEOEEOEA
WHT R~y RICEENA T L aitik+ 5,
5 OZEITRL

Every moment the patches of green grew bigger
and the patches of snow grew smaller. Every
moment more and more of the trees shook off their
robes of snow. Soon, wherever you looked, instead
of white shapes you saw the dark green of firs or the
black prickly branches of bare oaks and beeches and
elms. Then the mist turned from white to gold and
Shafts of
delicious sunlight struck down onto the forest floor
and overhead you could see a blue sky between the
tree tops. (LWW, p.120)

presently cleared away altogether.
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The mist was turning from black to gray and
from gray to white. ... Now, the whiteness around



him became a shining whiteness; his eyes began to

blink. Somewhere ahead he could hear birds singing.

He knew the night was over at last. He could see the
mane and ears and head of his horse quite easily
now. A golden light fell on them from the left.
(HHB, pp.165-166)
X ‘black’ 75 ‘gray’. ‘white’ ~, #EEAD
BE D I~DZE L E o5 T D, ERITEE X 3
D, ZNETORMKICH STV o ¥ AZ DL
ARG EET D, S HITBOBEFNEI 2,
FTEITHLINEL, ZLTHIERH L TL 2,
HIH DY ‘golden” 1Z7 AT L 2SR50 THY .,
(44 eER] X TRIFOBW] 12k 5%
HTBROT AT o OEPRGHZEM ST D,
ZDOXIITBEENANEZ o TWAHIGETIX, £
DEACDRIZICT AT 3B L, BOBFEHIG
S, SHICEELWORENREIZT TR, &
kwﬁﬁ‘%&ﬁ%HMéﬂ\7X7/#¢ﬁﬁé
EBEBEIGAIHELIELTWDHEDTH D,

(4) =T EHDOKE
FA=TEITREEE [SD TN (280 T
BEAx5, [SNZOW BIHL Y Fr=7EH0
WEEZTHISE WS, &z, &LBoRIZD
WTThd,

& L ERORDOFADERF1T, FTHA=T EHOHAD
G D3 TN D TR O] 2 14 Bz
THE I TS

And now the children could see that it did not
merely look golden but was of real, soft gold. It had
of course sprung up from the half-sovereigns which
had fallen out of Uncle Andrew’s pocket when he
was turned upside down; just as the silver had
grown up from the half-crowns. (MN, p.186)
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Right through the middle of that ancient
forest—that forest where the trees of gold and of
silver had once grown and where a child from out
world had once planted the Tree of Protection—a
broad lane had already been opened.(LB, p.26)
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With a thrill of wonder (and there was some
terror in it too) they all suddenly realized what was
happening. The spreading blackness was nor a
cloud at all: it was simply emptiness. The black part
of the sky was the part in which there were no stars
left. (LB, pp.172-173)
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It was three times —twenty times—as big as it ought
to be, and very dark red. As its rays fell upon the
great Time-giant, he turned red too: ....

Then the Moon came up, quite in her wrong
position, very close to the sun, and she also looked
red. And at the sight of her the sun began shooting
out great flames, like whiskers or snakes of crimson
fire, toward her. (LB, p.180)
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“I bet there isn’t a country like this anywhere in
our world. Look at the colors! You couldn’t get a
blue like the blue on those mountains in our world.”
(LB, p.192)
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And they went through winding valley after
winding valley and up the steep sides of hills and,
faster than ever, down the other side, following the
river and sometimes crossing it and skimming
across mountain lakes as if they were living
speedboats, till at last at the far end of one long lake
which looked as blue as a turquoise, they saw a
smooth green hill. Its sides were as steep as the
sides of a pyramid and round the very top it ran a
green wall: but above the wall rose the branches of
trees whose leaves looked like silver and their fruit
like gold. (LB, pp.201-202)
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10" Christin Ditchfield, A Family Guide to Narnia: Biblical
Truths in C. S. Lewis’s “The Chronicles of Narnia.”
Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2003, p.192.
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...—and a great, bright procession it was—up
toward mountains higher than you could see in this
world even if they were there to be seen. But there
was no snow on those mountains: there were forests
and green slopes and sweet orchards and flashing
waterfalls, one above the others, going up forever.
And the land they were walking on grew narrower all
the time, with a deep valley on each side:....(LB,
p.209)
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The light ahead was growing stronger. Lucy saw
that a great series of many-colored cliffs led up in
front of them like a giant’s staircase. And then she
forgot everything else, because Aslan himself was
coming, .... (LB, p.209)
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