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Inoue Hisashi’s Yume no kasabuta:

Japanese Grammar and Subjectivity

INAMURA Sumiyo
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper | would like to examine one idea common among Japanese, that the Japanese language
lacks a subject, so Japanese lack a sense of subjectivity and do not take responsibility for their
conduct. In Yume no kasabuta [The Scab of a Dream] Inoue Hisashi deals with the moral
responsibility of the Showa Emperor and his subjects during and after World War 1l.  The main
character, a school teacher of Japanese language and literature, argues that Japanese people tend to
leave responsibility for their actions vague because the Japanese language does not express subjects
clearly. However, Inoue’s understanding of Japanese grammar is limited, and he confuses
grammatical subjects with subjectivity, so he misleads the audience and reinforces the idea that
Japanese lack a sense of responsibility because the Japanese language “lacks” a clear expression of
the grammatical subject.
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