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Process of Kido Koichi’s Political Decision
In the Incident of February 26

—A Cognitive-Scientific Approach to his Responsibility for War-2—

TAKEDA Yukichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

By using the theoretical apparatus of cognitive map model, the author analyzes the thought process by

which Kido Koichi came to decide to suppress the rebellion of young officers in the Incident of
February 26. By his system of beliefs Kido could not forgive them for their actions because their
attempted coup was a definite encroachment on the imperial Prerogative of Military Command. What

was critical at the moment was to decide whether to establish a provisional administration or to
suppress the riot by armed forces. To cope with the matter Kido chose the way of repressing the rebels
by means of the Emperor’s inviolable authority. This made a turning point in the course of events

which was to have a grave consequence. In fact he calmed down the situation. Yet at the same time by
the very mental frame that supported his political realism, Kido was led to allow political power of the
administration to be brought under the control of military force of the army, and finally to find himself

in a situation where he would have no alternative but starting a war.
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