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Mokichi Saito and the Rebuilding of Aoyama Psychiatric Hospital

—Assuming the role of the director of The Aoyama Psychiatric Hospital—

KOIZUMI Hiroaki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Aoyama Psychiatric Hospital was reduced to ashes on December 29, 1924. Mokichi Saito
(1882-1953) made an effort to rebuild the hospital after he returned home from Europe. Objections
from the neighborhood residents caused Mokichi to move the hospital to the suburbs of Tokyo in
Setagaya Matsubara. However, funds for rebuilding were insufficient and he had to endure great
hardship until the new hospital was completed. Mokichi became the director on behalf of his
stepfather Kiichi on April 25, 1927. Thereafter, he faithfully ran the hospital and attended to patients

as a clinician.
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