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Shojikan of Bushi in the Middle Ages (7)
—Some Aspects of “way of death” and “way of dying” in “The Story of Taiheiki”—

OYAMA Shinichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this paper, consideration is given to the loyal, selfless “way of dying” of the akuto, a person who
revolted against the central government and manor leadership, Masashige Kusunoki as well as the

rebellious, dilettante “way of living” of the basara feudal lord, Douyo Sasaki, both appearing in
“The Story of Taiheiki”. The composite mixture of their shojikans, positioned extremely opposite to
each other, can be regarded as a process of creating a new image of the bushi which was transferred

from the former to the latter. This transfer is evident in the fact that Douyo discovered a new reason
for the existence of the bushi through his behavior and philosophy as a basara, a person who were
marked by flashy clothes as well as broad and ambitious attitude. Through discussing the “way of
dying” and “way of living” of the akuto and the basara feudal lord during the Northern and Southern
Courts Period (1336-1392), when a common set of values was not available, an attempt is made to
shed light on the actual status of shojikan of the bushi at that time.
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