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On ‘Reality’

ASANO Akira
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

‘Reality’ is understood as realm of material objects that exist ‘outside’ and independently of the
human subject in the modern Western philosophical tradition. But this in turn presents itself as a
problem: the problem is to demonstrate that reality is real, that there is such a world. This problem has
been raised by Cartesians, criticized and discussed by Kant and Heidegger as the ‘scandal of
philosophy’. What is the meaning of the scandal of philosophy? This paper is intended to reconsider

this problem.
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