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Oshiro Tatsuhiro and the Yuta Literature of Okinawa

MIYAKAWA Koji
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

It is widely recognized in Japan that in the 1980s Oshiro Tatsuhiro created the genre of Yuta literature: fiction

concerning female shamans in Okinawa.
was returned to Japan after the US occupation.

His aim is to explore the cultural identity of Okinawa, especially after it
For the last forty years, Okinawa has been colonized by both

pre-modern and modern Japanese authorities and the United States, and it still continues its struggle to exercise its

own rights as a region in the postcolonial era.

Oshiro believes that Okinawa must establish its cultural identity in order to deal with its problems.

He also

believes that Yuta represents the social and cultural traditions of Okinawa and examines various situations

concerning Yuta women in contemporary Okinawa.

In this thesis, | would like to examine Oshiro’s Yuta literature and to discuss the extent to which his literary
efforts have succeeded, and | would also like to examine Yuta literature itself as a potential reintroduction of the

magical in Japan.
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