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Life and Death in Hitoshi Anzai
—The Keen Eye for “Things”—

SHIBASAKI Satoshi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Hitoshi Anzai was not only one of the most famous Japanese poets but also a Christian poet. He
composed many poems about life and death. Selecting 7 poems from among all his compositions in
this paper, I have investigated into the theme of life and death.

In his earlier years, he tended to think of death objectively and in later life, he existentially and
quietly received it. But in the poem titled “Ah, Forest!,” he expressed great joy of human beings. That
is the deep joy of Resurrection from Death which is the greatest theme of Christianity.
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