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in The Two Towers

KAWAHARA Yuka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper is a study of the different color descriptions of ‘light’ in The Two Towers, which is the
second volume of The Lord of the Rings. ‘Light’ and colors as a whole are used very effectively. ‘Light’
has something to do with the sun light, the moonlight or the phial gleaming in the story. Each light
represents characters’ thoughts and feelings in various scenes with the use of colors. Moreover the light
contrasts with the darkness. On the metaphysical level, light and darkness symbolize the conflict
between the beneficent and the malevolence in The Two Towers.
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Already the eastward sky was turning pale; the stars

were fading, and a grey light was slowly growing.
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The red rim of the sun rose over the shoulders of the
dark land. Before them in the West the world lay
still, formless and grey; but even as they looked, the
shadows of night melted, the colours of the waking
earth returned: green flowed over the wide meads of
Rohan; the white mists shimmered the
watervales; and far off the left, thirty leagues or
more, blue and purple stood the White Mountains,
rising into peaks of jet, tipped with glimmering
snows, flushed with the rose of morning. (24)
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2 Clyde S. Kilby, Tolkien and The Silmarillion. lllinois:
Harold Shaw Publishers, 1976, pp.27-28.
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... and as he sang the white stars opened in the hard
black vault above. So the night passed. Together
they watched the dawn grow slowly in the sky, now
bare and cloudless, until at last the sunrise came. It
was pale and clear. The wind was in the East and all
the mists had rolled away; wide lands lay bleak
about them in the bitter light. (32)
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Far over the Great River, and the Brown Lands,
leagues upon grey leagues away, the Dawn came,

red as flame. Loud rang the hunting-horns to greet it.

The Riders of Rohan sprang suddenly to life. Horn
answered horn again....

The Sun’s limb was lifted, an arc of fire, above
the margin of the world. Then with a great cry the
Riders charged from the East; the red light gleamed
on mail and spear. (62-63)
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No trees grew on it, and the sun was falling full on
its stony face. The twigs of the trees at its foot were
stretched out stiff and still, as if reaching out to the
warmth. Where all had looked so shabby and grey
before, the wood now gleamed with rich browns,
and with the smooth black-greys of bark like
polished leather. The boles of the trees glowed with
a soft green like young grass: .... (65)
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They seemed to be filled with water; but he held his
hands over them, and immediately they began to
glow, one with a golden and the other with a rich
green light; and the blending of the two lights lit the
bay, as if the sun of summer was shining through a
roof of young leaves. Looking back, the hobbits
saw that the trees in the court had also begun to
glow, faintly at first, but steadily quickening, until
every leaf was edged with light: some green, some
gold, some red as copper; while the tree-trunks



looked like pillars moulded out of luminous stone.
(73-74)
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Before them stood the mountains of the South:
white-tipped and streaked with black. The
grass-lands rolled against the hills that clustered at
their feet, and flowed up into many valleys still dim
and dark, untouched by the light of dawn, winding
their way into the heart of the great mountains.... at
the mouth of the vale there stood like a sentinel a
lonely height. About its feet there flowed, as a
thread of silver, the stream that issued from the
dale: upon its brow they caught, still far away, a
glint in the rising sun, a glimmer of gold. (110)
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... but as they rode out from the shadow of the hills
and looked west to the Gap of Rohan the sky was
still red, and a burning light was under the floating
clouds. Dark against it there wheeled and flew
many black-winged birds....

They rode now at an easy pace and dark came
down upon the plains about them. The slow moon
mounted, now waxing towards the full, and in its
cold silver light the swelling grass-lands rose and
fell like a wide grey sea. (155-156)
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At dawn they made ready to go on. The light
came grey and pale, and they did not see the rising
of the sun. The air above was heavy with fog, and a
reek lay on the land about them. (158-159)
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The moon now rode high and clear. Its thin white
light lit up the faces of the rocks and drenched the
cold frowning walls of the cliff, turning all the wide
looming darkness into a chill pale grey scored with
black shadows. (219)
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At last the sky above grew faint with the first grey
of morning. Gollum had shown no signs of tiring,
but now he looked up and halted.

‘Day is near,” he whispered, as if Day was
something that might overhear him and spring on
him. ‘Sméagol will stay here: | will stay here, and
the Yellow Face won’t see me.” (228)
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“You are not wise to be glad of the Yellow Face,’
said Gollum. ‘It shows you up. Nice sensible
hobbits stay with Sméagol. Orcs and nasty things
are about. They can see a long way. Stay and hide
with me!” (228)
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Here they decided to rest and pass the day, which
already promised to be bright and warm. ...
in any case, would not move under the Yellow Face.
Soon it would look over the dark ridges of the
Ephel Ddath, and he would faint and cower in the
light and heat. (259)
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Gollum,
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At that moment he saw the sun rise out of the reek,
or haze, or dark shadow, or whatever it was, that lay
ever to the east, and it sent its golden beams down
upon the trees and glades about him. Then he
noticed a thin spiral of blue-grey smoke, plain to
see as it caught the sunlight, rising from a thicket
above him. (264)
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South and east they stared to where, at the edge of

the oncoming night, a dark line hung, like distant

mountains of motionless smoke. Every now and

again a tiny red gleam far away flickered upwards

on the rim of earth and sky. (290)
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But no day came, only a dead brown twilight. In
the East there was a dull red glare under the
lowering cloud: it was not the red of dawn. (308)
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Dimly the hobbits could discern tall piers and
jagged pinnacles of stone on either side, between
which were great crevices and fissures blacker than
the night, where forgotten winters had gnawed and
carved the sunless stone. And now the red light in
the sky seemed stronger; ... (319)
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The horn upon the left was tall and slender; and in it
burned a red light, or else the red light in the land
beyond was shining through a hole. He saw now: it
was a black tower poised above the outer pass.
(319)
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It seemed light in that dark land to his eyes that
had passed through the den of night. The great
smokes had risen and grown thinner, and the last
hours of a somber day were passing; the red glare of
Mordor had died away in sullen gloom. Yet it
seemed to Frodo that he looked upon a morning of
sudden hope. (332)
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He saw that the sword which Frodo still held
unsheathed was glittering with blue flame; and he
saw that though the sky behind was now dark, still
the window in the tower was glowing red. (334)
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Tramping feet and shouts behind. He wheeled round.
He saw small red lights, torches, winking away
below there as they issued from the tunnel. At last
the hunt was up. The red eye of the tower had not
been blind. He was caught. (343)
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At first the globe was dark, black as jet, with the
moonlight gleaming on its surface.... Soon all the
inside seemed on fire; the ball was spinning, or the
lights within were revolving. Suddenly the lights
went out. (197)
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He took his staff in one hand and the phial in his
other. When he saw that the clear light was already
welling through his fingers, he thrust it into his
bosom and held it against his heart. Then turning
from the city of Morgul, now no more than a grey
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glimmer across a dark gulf he prepared to take the
upward road. (317)

IREETH D2, BB 72 % it T
W5, KITHEOM B TEY . O THD
BrEBHTREUDITORVWELWETHEZ L&
KL TNWD, TATZEOREK T, TR L
WICHLMSTHZ & T, MOBRMED D, /INS7Bk
RO ORI, NI NIIREBIZDENLT LD
WEED DI S L X TH 5,
ZHIVE CTOBR & I3E D IUFEA & e o T2 R
ﬂ/\ HEoTWb, HBENZ L TEZIT LNV
FIZHEA, 7u REVATEHOER OB
ﬁ%héo%ﬁé<%k%&wwﬁ®¢fﬁ%%ﬁ
W< 720, 7u REF IR EE L, Rk
IR END, BEOFEZFRY LR’ b ANTF%
EVHEATND L, BERPOEEIZA LI ENEZ
R TKD, LU O S B 720, — NIZIXLLHT,
BILTHELNZHOREN L AN 2> TL D, L4
2T ACRIET N LTS, Tl X,
WAVN E sy T10L ok IV A o WA W/ BN

Then, as he stood, darkness about him and a
blackness of despair and anger in his heart, it
seemed to him that he saw a light; a light in his
mind, almost unbearably bright at first, as a sun-ray
to the eyes of one long hidden in a windowless pit.
Then the light became colour: green, gold, silver,
white. (328-329)
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For a moment it glimmered, faint as a rising star
struggling in heavy earthward mists, and then as its
power waxed, and hope grew in Frodo’s mind, it
began to burn, and kindled to a silver flame, .... The
darkness receded from it, until it seemed to shine in
the centre of a globe of airy crystal, and the hand
that held it sparkled with white fire. (329)
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> Patrick Grant, ‘Tolkien: Archetype and Word’, Rose A.
Zimbardo and Neil D. Isaacs ed., Understanding The Lord
of the Rings: A Reader’s Companion. London:
HarperCollins Publishers, 2005, p.172.
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