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Kido Koichi’s Mental Frame as a Politician
—A Cognitive- scientific Approach to his Responsibility for War—

TAKEDA Yukichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

What mental factors led Kido Koichi to decide on the start of the Pacific War? In order to make this point clear by

using methods of cognitive science, it is necessary first of all to analyze his frame of mind or ‘cognitive structure.’

According to Kido’s system of beliefs, which constitutes a factor of his mental structure, it was the most important

thing to see things as they really are, and to do his utmost in the political difficulties of the time. This meant his effort

to know himself and realize what he was born for. His idea of the meaning of life supported his determination to

preserve the ‘Emperor System’ and ‘protect the national polity.” So far as he saw, to lose the war, that is, to enter into

war not in order to win but to lose was the only way to preserve the Emperor System. This is how his irrational

judgment led him to a decision to adopt the pro-war policy.
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