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Research into Sahei Mizuno who pioneered in the collection and
display of musical instruments

MORISHIGE Noburo
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this study, the author reviews the life of Sahei Mizuno (1891-1972), who collected and displayed
musical instruments to the public for the first time in Japan, and evaluates his achievements. Mizuno
collected musical instruments in Japan and China, etc. for a lifetime, while making a living by producing
koto (Japanese harp), and displayed them to the public, in Itami-shi, Hyogo Prefecture, where he had the
atelier. According to his unpublished ‘“autobiography,” he displayed for social education and the
distribution of Japanese music. This is a prototype of the first museum of musical instruments in Japan.
In addition, Mizuno donated these musical instruments to inside and outside Japan. He could introduce
the Japanese music culture to Europe, by donating koto to the museums in France, Germany, and Austria.
In addition, the donation of his collection to Osaka College of Music and Musashino Academia Musicae,
etc. led to the establishment of the first museum of musical instruments in Japan. Like this, Sahei
Mizuno introduced the Japanese music culture to overseas, devoted his life to its promotion, and
produced the cornerstone for the establishment of museums for musical instruments in Japan.
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