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Mokichi Saito in Europe (2)

—German Psychiatry Institute—

KOIZUMI Hiroaki
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Mokichi Saito (1882-1953) transferred from Vienna to Munich in July, 1923. There, through animal
experimentation under Prof. Spiermeyer, Mokichi became fascinated with diseases of the brain, and
gathered useful data within just a short time. After the Great Kanto Earthquake his stepfather Kiichi,
who was experiencing problems managing the Aoyama Psychiatric Hospital in the quake’s aftermath,
requested Mokichi return to Japan. Mokichi bought a large quantity of books to use in research upon
his return home and sent these ahead. Then he toured Europe to meet and share ideas with many
psychiatrists. However, during his return voyage to Japan, Mokichi received word that Aoyama
Psychiatric Hospital and his newly arrived books had been reduced to ashes. He went on to rebuild the
hospital. In this paper, | focus on Mokichi’s time in Munich.
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