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Shojikan of Bushi in the Middle Ages (6)

—Some Aspects of “the way of death” in “The Tale of the Heike ” —

OYAMA Shinichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

“The Tale of the Heike” is a grand military epic that depicts the prosperity and downfall of the Taira
clan. The story vividly portrays the “way of living” and “way of dying” of the Middle Age Bushi
warriors that are related to each other like an interwound rope.

In this paper, an attempt will be made for consideration of the after-life based Shojikan from the
standpoint of the “way of dying” of the Middle Age Bushi warriors as presented in “The Tale of the
Heike,” particularly in view of the continuity with the “way of living,” so that the essence of their
Shojikan can be revealed. More specifically, a focus will be given to the mind of the Middle Age
Bushi warriors in the light of the “way of dying” of Kiyomori Taira, Shigemori Taira, Tadanori Taira,
Koremori Taira, and Yoshinaka Kiso who was from the Minamoto clan, the enemy of the Taira clan.
Also, a mention will be made to the fact that the master-servant relation between a master and his
foster brother was based on “death,” which will be verified with two relevant cases involving

Yoshinaka Kiso and Tomomori Taira.
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