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A Consideration on “The Giant’s Heart” by George MacDonald

YAMADA Atsuko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

George MacDonald (1824-1905), a British writer of the 19th century, is a forerunner of today's fantasy literature.
The main aim of this thesis it to investigate the characteristics of McDonald's imagination by focusing on "The
Giant's Heart." On the surface level, it is a story of a girl who fights against an evil giant. It, however, also describes
a battle with inner arrogance, as well as a fight with the evil the British society was experiencing at his time. In "The
Giant's Heart," MacDonald created a new story by combining his view of Christianity with folklore and myth.
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For it was Saturday night, and her husband would
wear nothing but white stockings on Sunday. To be
sure, he did eat little children, but only every little
ones; and if ever it crossed his mind that it was
wrong to do so, he always said to himself that he
wore whiter stockings on Sunday than any other
giant in all Giantland.*
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“Ha! ha! You don’t know where it is, wife. I moved
it a month ago.”
“What a man you are. Thunderthump! You trust any

. o 517
creature alive rather than your own wife.”

The giant and giantess went on talking for a long
time. The giantess kept advising the giant to hide
his heart somewhere in the house; but he seemed
afraid of the advantage it would give her over

him.8
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I refer anyone who doubts this part of my story to
certain chronicles of Giantland preserved among the
Celtic nations. It was quite a common thing for a
giant to put his heart out to nurse, because he did
not like the trouble and responsibility of doing it
himself; although | must confess it was dangerous
sort of plan to take, especially with such a delicate
viscus as the heart.*®

But, dear, Doodlem, it’s fretting care to have a
heart of one’s own to look after. The responsibility
is too much for me. If it were not for a bite of a

radish now and then, I never could hear it.»?0
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Self, ... You may be my consciousness but you are
not my being ... For God is more to me than my
consciousness of myself. He is my life ...

Because | have fooled and spoiled you, treated you
as if you were indeed my own self, you have
dwindled yourself and have lessened me, till I am
ashamed of myself ...

Good-bye, Self! I deny you, and will do my best
every day to leave you behind.?
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The Day’s First Job
With every morn my life afresh must beak
The crust of self, gathered about me fresh.?
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“Shine on me, my lord; | only am come,
Of all your servants, to welcome you home.
I have flown a whole hour , right up, | swear,

To catch the first shine of your golden hair!”?’
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‘Must I thank you, then,’ said the king, ‘Sir Lark,
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For flying so high, and hating the dark?
You ask f full cup for half a thirst:
Half is love of me, and half love to e first.?
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“I will leave it a month longer where it is, and then I
will give it to the Queen of the Kangaroos, and she
will carry it in her pouch for me. It is best to change
its place, you know, lest my enemies should scent it
out. But dear, Doordlem, it’s a fretting care to have
a heart of one’s own to look after. The responsibility
is too much for me.?
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At length they reached all but the very summit,
where they stopped. Tricksey-Wee and Buffy —Bob
could see above them a great globe of feathers, that
finished off the mountain like an ornamental
knob*?.
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% C.S.Lewis, George MacDonald An Anthology-365
Readings, HerperCollins, 1973, p.xxix.
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