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The Relationship between Character Descriptions and the Use of

Different Kinds of Colors in The Lord of the Rings
—Chiefly on The Fellowship of the Ring—

KAWAHARA Yuka
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper is a study of the relationship between character descriptions and the use of different
kinds of colors in The Fellowship of the Ring, which is the first volume of The Lord of the Rings
written by J. R. R. Tolkien. He used good techniques in his stories. One of them is depiction of
characters and nature by the use of colors. In this story, there are many scenes which feature the
characters by the use of various colors. Colors as a whole work very effectively in the sense that they
can enhance representation of characters and symbolize some themes. An exhaustive analysis of color
description in The Lord of the Rings shows a major lure to attract lots of readers in the world.

=2

JR R MF—VEIEEAETHLLLBICK
W77z “/\“—ﬁzuu%ﬁ IRV LT o2y
—ERTh %, HORE [fatm4sE] (The Lord of
the Rings, 1954-1955) %, 4 TH RBHAF TAK
LTS, ZowiEE, TikoMmEl (The
Fellowship of the Ring, 1954) FT—>»E] (The Two
Towers, 1954) . [EDJFiE] (The Return of the King,
1955) D=LV RDEIET 7 2 4 —=Th D, bk
S — T AR RO S R R A RS I AR T kR &
TR R A B LT D AR ST T i aE
DOHF— TkofME] (BT 2WEEHIED S b %
ICBEORG % L LTHEEICRIT 5% OfRE
RZEELEL TN,

1. [hRofE) o072 > b

A b (hobitt) @ ELAR (Bilbo) DFEAEH O
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BéRE LR A MGEE L TV,
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They are inclined to be fat in the stomach; they
dress in bright colours (chiefly green and yellow);
wear no shoes, because their feet grow natural
leathery soles and thick warm brown hair like the
stuff on their heads (which is curly); have long
clever brown fingers ....(H 4)*

F7-. MEHEE] FE TRy MIOWT) IZiE
WO LI ENTW5D,

Y KESCI2 30 T The Hobbit 35 X 0t The Fellowship of
the Ring 7> 5 @5 A1Z J. R. R. Tolkien. ( The Hobbit.
Boston. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2001) [#s:E (H)]
& J.R.R. Tolkien. (The Fellowship of the Ring, Second
Edition. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1982) 1Z{&
L, SIHN—EBITFEIAICEE T,
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They dressed in bright colours, being notably fond of
yellow and green; but they seldom wore shoes, since
their feet had tough leathery soles and were clad in a
thick curling hair, much like the hair of their heads,
which was commonly brown. ...Their faces were as a
rule good-natured rather than beautiful, broad,
bright-eyed, red-cheeked, with mouths apt to laughter,
and to eating and drinking. (11)

[Aey hoBKR] I2B8WT, M —rDAIE
L7 TRE Y M BIDTHEEGT 5, £703.
RONCKIROaEE, DK%, AE Y hOREAT
HLHRICET AT R D5, Ay MIROEN M
Wiz, BiLA 70y, EE, A ey ROttt
DRHMPELLL ZETHDLZ LERRLTWD, fi
WT, Z0FE, fHOiTLes, Ay hOFIKIC
Bbs gtz L CThb e, KRITH L WEE
DHOT, ‘yellow’ & ‘green’ Z4fA T 5, ‘green’
X MEmaEl 7200 72 <. hMrd—rOfofE,
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D, FRICITYEE, BIARNRES LT\ Z & &
WTWE RLF—2 DA =T RIAD LTINS
EHLEZLND, HDDOEOESHOGITAM L I[F
CT, 2L, RE Y MRFEICE » THILRFTE
ERDEHIL TV DEDTH D,
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BEREADLONZOVEBIX, Ay hOZRD [k
O] ODFE TR IIINTNDLDO T, T CIZitd
ICTRES AL, RO EEZRRFEN NFIZ XD En
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TR Do Toh B ThDH EEZ LD,
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He wore a tall pointed blue hat, a long grey cloak,
and a silver scarf. He had a long white beard and
bushy eyebrows that stuck out beyond the brim of



his hat. Small hobbit-children ran after the cart all
through Hobbiton and right up the hill. It had cargo
of fireworks, as they rightly guessed. (33)

o HENVTITEW~ B grey cloak (KD~
K Z2ETCTHREDLORNCEND, v FOETH
DIREIX T XNV TNENTH D Z &S,
faragg 2 LWEIRZ208 LIHLTWD, Lol #@t
FILZ DT HNT Z2BNT T k72 5008
By NED AL BEE LRI LTV DAL DK D
MIZHONWTNDRERFRNGCDOLFLET)LTDL—
YXTFDTIVING EZ LR ADLWHIRE ST S,
Flo, WiGOIEFEZRLD & RINZENDOREE, £
L CREEME, TOEANDOFE L 72 D W
TS LD UICHERSE2tk, Rkl BEIEET
ZNT) LW ATIBERENTND, ZDOHIEI
F o TURERLH LR L4 HiME OGN M I D,
T ZNTHEE Y Malgk, FLd—AERDOW)
HDTOBEGE TRy hoFR] 2B\ TTh oD,

All that the unsuspecting Bilbo saw that morning
was an old man with a staff. He had a tall pointed
blue hat, a long grey cloak, a silver scarf over which
his long white beard hung down below his waist,
and immense black boots. ( H 6)

[REey hOBEMR] TOXH U Z 7 okkfI%, 18
TOERSE, v FNOASLE S, A—T706,
WHSEZR E [iROME] TOF U Z LT D% E 2L
FLUTHD, ZHuL, MiroME] A THAey hoF
] Oftim Ch s Z L 2WMICT D, —DORRDHR
IFREREMAZ T TCWDHIERSH L Z L TH D,
E#to® ‘black’ X (kO] oH4E, BoOEF
ERMTLOETHHOIT, WAL TOEOEKE
LTERT LS TeEILND,

TR Tl ‘grey’ 282 D% ERT TH
VENLTZICEMRT AR E LTHERSS, ZIHH
OFERIX, #EAE R OREDEFN SR EZH L,
BHICHEST2E VR E T H 7 BT 25
Thbd, HrXZN7id78 ROFETITH L EEDE
b >T7u RESNGFNITRD,
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‘It will be my turn to get angry soon,” he said. ‘If
you say that again, | shall. Then you will see
Gandalf the Grey uncloaked.” He took a step
towards the hobbit, and he seemed to grow tall and
menacing; his shadow filled the little room. (42)

O TOAT A NTIE, b OEE ER
N TCNDANREDENT o H VT DAL,
BV IEWITIENHIEEDRE S TERA LWBUELD
HOLHHNTDETHD, B XN TITREDOK
ERWTHOLDORY L NEREIELTND, H
ENTIZL 5 TIRED~ > MIEELRLDOTHSH Z
ERZOHHEND bR D, ZEIH O T,
Gandalf the Grey (JKEaD o Z 7)) &9 O
THA S, ‘grey’ BH U FNT 2R M H0E L
LTLD@E<eoTHY, 2%, LT TIEZD
ROV DM S TRk D, ZO%HE Tk, ‘grey’ LA
SDEITER ST, B X7 ORI HONT
LI STV RV, ‘grey’ & LT DOFEDD
XEBEE A HEEES 2D,

=HOFERIX, —HHOHERHBHE< S T,
EVRIT T T A BiEmE B ATEO TR, B
THAOTTRIZANIZLEDOTHY . BOHFmTH
LI BTNV TIZEEL TS, ENLEHEWT
T ENTIIRDOEHITE D,

‘I have never called you one,” Gandalf answered.
‘And I am not one either. I am not trying to rob you,
but to help you. | wish you would trust me, as you
used.” He turned away, and the shadow passed. He
seemed to dwindle again to an old grey man, bent
and troubled.

Bilbo drew his hand over his eyes. ‘I am sorry,’
he said. (43)
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WXV, AT L0 E WS IR &R T
Do EVRIHEERO N BMENTND Z L BT L
TIROLK, WAV TIIENVRICAEDEE LD X
INCEWVEREHN Y OB ADRICH E D,
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DEITHEE R B, SR BALWT o H LT
DORLIIHBHTH S, ZOHEd ‘grey’ 1% 1K
DO~ NEFIZ) T XN T DEBN TR 8
LTV, £OREHT, EARIZTEOT A ZNT
DRENTE HIREZ T DD, T XV T BEEZN

A THLHSES, BETEZIAMTHLZ LI
EDOOPRRNWZ EZ2EY, FRITKLDTH D,

ZOBETIX, T ANV 7 OABNIERTL STV
20, Ll BEE I N TV A ORET-, &
. SERENDLH AL TTHDH T ENDN5D,
Zo XS A CEEoEGEE I Lo T, [ikoff
Ml icB 5 ‘grey’ 1IH AT EEBESELHE
LLTEEEZH>TWDHDTH D,

COBHEUE, HAANT O L EMEL
‘Gandalf the Grey’ EHER L TWDHM, EIUTXTL
T, BEHY /L~ ‘Saruman the White” (I DL
~r) LLTREGETL, 20LmTiEEt i~
VHENLVTRFFEEL, TOLEXLBENWE JKEADH
VENLTY (ADH =) LRERE S, ZDHZ L
T, BB N7 EP <Nl & o> TRENMIINEKR
REWEALTNWDZ EREREND,

Flo, mamry RO TRBEORB] fEORIKFIZE
FoTWNhHEE, ZZILWVWDH AL E7 RIFHEL
TIEFICORER A TN EL TS, =
nay RORRIZEES TWDH U X7 OEOREEL
ROEDTHD,

Gandalf was shorter in stature than the other two;
but his long white hair, his sweeping silver beard,
and his broad shoulders, made him look like some
wise king of ancient legend. In his aged face under
great snowy brows his dark eyes were set like coals
that could leap suddenly into fire. (239)

‘grey’ OFERIZZ2 VB DD W L EROTEER,
R A2 2 AU TSR T v BV 7 IS B 1 L T R [
[ AN A AT

TYTOYHET, BV 73ENLH% BT ik
D) MO T 525, £ DOERIOEDOREFI13T)
RSSO R, A LLWEADETH D,
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...but still Gandalf could be seen, glimmering in the
gloom; he seemed small, and altogether alone: grey
and bent, like a wizened tree before the onset of a
storm. (345)

H BT DORITRERE O O D RIcn 5
INESLFGE LWEANTHD, ZHiE, 0% IR
WHSKEN R Z 2R o5 ThH o L E2BND,

gAY 7T, HT R OAEERV 7
2 RE, BNKREE LW, BVt ERR oo 2L
TOLERD,

Suddenly Frodo realized that it reminded him of
Gandalf. He almost called aloud the wizard’s name,
and then he saw that the figure was clothed not in
grey but in white, in a white that shone faintly in the
dusk; and in its hand there was a white staff. (379)

ZIZTIE, TNETO JREDOT - ZNT) Tik
72, HWREERHI(ZOT, AWELERFS T v Z L
TIZBWTHO RS AERD LTS, EIRIRFIC
‘white’ 3 FNVTICEHET LB THDL I L x
R L [ 2o CHBEGT 5 (HOT L ZL7)
DIRFE E T2 > TN B,

B)h& - AT 4L

AT TIEA D 2B 4IT T2, BE LA
U—NREDOH T CWclBbns, Thzihitzo
[T hL e RNRTFT 4V ThHoT, bhe RonT g
NOBFEHZEIC S L OORBRIANRLOND, 1D
I ARERAIRE G2 5 R L IIHRHTH 5.

.. and then suddenly, hopping and dancing along
the path, there appeared above the reeds and old
battered hat with a tall crown and a long blue
feather stuck in the band. ... stumping along with
great yellow boots on his thick legs, and charging
through grass and rushes like a cow going down to
drink. He had a blue coat and a long brown beard;
his eyes were blue and bright, and his face was red



as a ripe apple, but creased into a hundred wrinkles
of laughter. (130-131)

NL s R NT 4 VOHFEIZIL, OB EFRTET-
B, FEZ R D12 DIen R B EREN RS
b, KIRSLHIZOTTNDH D, FIRDRIOH
BALH BT OB O GFIRICEEL L T
%o BUMEFZ NS0 TOBRBIIH o Z L7 EFEL
THD, BOKSC L - RUNT 4 VO, HHDOF
DA—T o OBETHD ‘yellow” XL - RN TF
A NVERBETHORE L THASN TS EE 25,
‘yellow’ (% [hroOfhRE] ] AT idfl AR Xk L
T <V, PR ERIC X > THOBA T
AW Z DT B E L THEICEHR ST TW5,
E72, ‘yellow’ (FARE Y FRFLEATHD | o0
MA -« RUNT 4V EBHSOWH L LTRITANLD
LA P EIUR A N S LT D,

(4)=—/L KXY
s RUNRF o iZ7m RFELEFICHEL, T
% EEE OB DFET— )L RRY BN ES TN D,

Her long yellow hair rippled down her shoulders;
her gown was green, green as young reeds, shot
with silver like beads of dew; and her belt was of
gold, shaped like a chain of flag-lilies set with the
pale-blue eyes of forget-me-nots. About her feet in
wide vessels of green and brown earthenware, white
water-lilies were floating, so that she seemed to be
enthroned in the midst of a pool. (134)

T—)L FRYIZRWEAWEZITHREDORERKEE T
W5h, ZOf ‘yellow’ X hA c RURTF 4 LDE
HlRUATHD, £z, BAKD ‘green’ 1T#HZH
T2EMD DEDOETHY . HROARL @I,
DT L LTHRICHENTZZROTT THEATND
ZEEAEBELTWD, £, FA RN T 42
HLOFOHEAL, ‘yellow’ & ‘green’ %<, A
IR ETIROEZRET 260 THDLLEF R D,
ZL T, B L7228, WflIARe Yy hOaF& e T
HY, WHILFL « RRT A NTEBLOFETELL
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TIRET %, 612, HEITRFFICAHWAKEZ ),
FETZN L ONDORE ATV FHENTIE-S T
W5, KEOA S I ROETH 2R L T D,

(BY7 T AN

78 Ri=H—1TIE, bA - RNNT 4 VISR S
nicERO LN ICBET D, 22 THE
v M=BEBELTNDET 7L TS,

Presently, with a wave of his hand and a nod, he
invited Frodo to come over and sit by him. As
Frodo drew near he threw back his hood, showing a
shaggy head of dark hair flecked with grey, and in a
pale stern face a pair of keen grey eyes. (169)

TZANAIIREBDOH L2 b LoDEDET, K
BOPFVEHZLTEY, MOKDRNESEEZ LT
WD, ZOEND, WOIERD IR SRM0E Z &
PN RTND KD kR Z @89 25 0 & [RIFFIC,
AT E D LW THLIHIGREZ T D, 77
AN ANTATDOZ L EHH > TND LD THHT2M,
—ATETZ7IN D EEEL LR, 7u KX
7T AN DEIFITEDSL, LW DE, 7
T AN DOFEHEE L E ST ThHhD, T DR
XA ENVTDEEETDHEZANRDHD, FLIET
TANDZEEHERTEDNE DD ghbine
SN, 7u RET7 73D EEMBLRNED
D EEAFHTE 20 EI3EbRey, Tk, 7
0 RBT 7 AN ORRERF DT T A DOARME
EIADZENTEZNLTHD, ‘grey’ 12D
HOHFTHEEHINTVWIEHEETHY ., TORK
PEENIREV, ZL T, 77a0xT5H70
ROFREIIME S TWRNsTDTH D, 77 I
NEOWTIKER A/ NEZ TR L ThoTe U Z v
T OFMICBNTHIEHAE SN, 20k 7a R
b eI ER T, o 2T A EE 70D,

(6)RDFET

[RoMmEL] 2B\ T, iz FioTnd7r R
HZEP->TVLONROFEFETHDH, RNNEER
THICES TRLFOURNPOHEZRE LT E WD
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Round the corner came a black horse, no
hobbit-pony but a full-sized horse; and on it sat a
large man, who seemed to crouch in the saddle,
wrapped in a great black cloak and hood, ....(84)

BWEICEY, B~ r R EEHMEFIZOTTW
LHRERT, 7a NIRmEIcEbhD, Z0X)
PRGN Z D%, Tt O] TIEATE L0 T
%, 7ua RlebiddEd, Mgl z/E e, 2hicE
Ebvohriv, ik &5, ZOHmOE, ~
Y R, BEHMOFTTOE ‘black’ 1ZMEHENL < 2h
S, BERHET LI L THY LA TV,

EEO HH/NEE IZBE L7 a REbIi,
HolFWERMEZBLZ TA-TEoER_ 5, LIT
5 LT, HBA/NGZ ICBRORFL LEEHEN 70
Rizb &R TL %,

‘These Black men, ’ said the landlord lowering his

voice. ‘They’re looking for Baggins, and if they
mean well, then I’m a hobbit. It was on Monday,
and all the dogs were yammering and the geese
screaming Uncanny, | called it. Nob, he came and
told me that two black men were at the door asking
for a hobbit called Baggins. Nob’s hair was all
stood on end. I bid the black fellows be off, and
slammed the door on them; .... (180)

EROFNG, HEONFKE /) 7 b TElE
Z7n Ri-bREEE, ‘black’ Z W THREL TV,
16 OFRFILEREE L, BWiEE 525,

AV —NEOFETE R L B2EIZEET, AU —
DEEN BT E bIZRWERIC DS, £ LT, 7
AMBERRAICEHENTZZ A, 7R ROEPMERTELS X
EZzL T EEiZ, BORFORBELEL D,

Fatty Bolger opened the door cautiously and peered
out. A feeling of fear had been growing on him all
day, and he was unable to rest or go to bed: there
was a brooding threat in the breathless night-air. As
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he stared out into the gloom, a black shadow moved
under the trees; the gate seemed to open of its own
accord and close again without a sound. Terror
seized him. (188)

REBIZRORFENEDE, MPDBEZLDEFKL
L8927, TOTRIIE Y OREFCN & O
AT S AL L, RESHIZ LT 2R < T b RUM R A gk
CHETICRD, £9ED, ENFNTNDLDZ A
5, SHITEBSITTNE BOFEFNESTL 5,

There came the soft sound of horses led with stealth
along the lane. Outside the gate they stopped, and
three black figures entered, like shades of night
creeping across the ground. (188)

P HITREBROEREZ 72 IXH L HIZLTA
5T b, ZADBWAEDHERTE D, HEROU
RNV X —NBETTT, HOEMRALTEZ
ZEAREIZHLEETO, 5 EkT T,

Soon there could be no doubt: three or four tall
black figures were standing there on the slope,
looking down on them. So black were they that they
seemed like black holes in the deep shade behind
them.

...Immediately, though everything else remained
as before, dim and dark, the shapes became terribly
clear. He was able to see beneath their black
wrappings. ... In their white faces burned keen and
merciless eyes; under their mantles were long grey
robes; upon their grey hairs were helms of silver; ....
(207-208)

COBET, 7 ROFEORFEIZ-EV A
L2 & T, HODIFENRENDRNLD LD,
Xz, BOEFERDTOIZ ‘black’ =% H
THZEICE-T, BEEZBIBEIE TN DTH
%, BOFFICHAT HHFIL. AERELEZH W
AR AR REEETH 5,

AT, B~ FOTIZETWDEARIZIKA



Thy, ZBOELKETHD, ERKEEZOEOHT
H5 ‘grey’ 1T, W HINTEGTHBEETHD,
70 RLETA27 T IV OHOEZEITE AN
SBNTWDLN, liCHHEORERTIZEET D ‘grey’
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The light faded, and the leaves on the bushes
rustled softly. Clearer and nearer now the bells
jingled, and clippety-clip came the quick trotting
feet. Suddenly into view below came a white horse,
gleaming in the shadows, running swiftly. ...The
riders cloak streamed behind him, and his hood was
thrown back; his golden hair flowed shimmering in
the wind of his speed, To Frodo it appeared that a
white light was shining through the form and
raiment of the rider, as if through a thin veil. (221)
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He could see them clearly now: they appeared to
have cast aside their hoods and black cloaks, and
they were robed in white and grey. Swords were
naked in their pale hands; .... (226)
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Glorfindel was tall and straight; his hair was of
shining gold, his face fair and young and fearless
and full of joy; .... (239)
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His hair was dark as the shadows of twilight, and
upon it was set a circlet of silver; his eyes were grey
as a clear evening, and in them was a light like the
light of stars. (239)
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Young she was and yet not so. The braids of her
dark hair were touched by no frost; her white arms
and clear face were flawless and smooth, and the
light of stars was in her bright eyes, grey as a
cloudless night; yet queenly she looked, and
thought and knowledge were in her glance, as of
one who has known many things that the years
bring. Above her brow her head was covered with a
cap of silver lace netted with small gems, glittering
white; but her soft grey raiment had no ornament
save a girdle of leaves wrought in silver. (239)

TNz ORI, OBG AL LT, T
BT, GEEALMSCHrTHD, 7u NISETR
T2 EMBNE D R DR L ST 5,

Wl OB DR L LT, BE @T(‘%é ‘grey’
R ‘white’ 7o EQNBEEICEDILTWDS Z ETH S,
TNYxrOHGbT ey ROEE LR, £7
BWEOHEGERH 5, HEZOZIZIZ—HbENED
Wi, Hxr L AXDEMTERoTVE, &6
Wit ‘white” 1%, & DIFENRCRE O &
EBITHLDOA I LEL LI EFERIZRML TV D
it\ké®ﬁ%iwm/h®ﬁk%UL\£®ﬁ
WEDEHTHY, L, BOXBREST, iR
CYOITDRNELNWHTH D, ik\&ﬁ@&%
%b%ﬁ? fifi v K72\, T L < 72

. BAMeRET & ‘grey’ EfE D &Ti%fﬁbfb\
aﬁm0@ﬁjf7wﬁ:/#ﬂﬁféwm:@%
HOHT, WLIIFELETZ &b, LirL,
MR BEIZ L > TT D = 2R HIRSITTW
5o Petcix TEDIFR] T7 7 I LSS5 A

177

JIE A

WTHY . ZOGHIIWEE DRI 72 1%
WHDOTH D,

E| &> T

() ESFAU I =078

Ty RiZ7u KRR Z B WATBLE
EF T LTS, 22 TRIC RO o—
BERDRU—TDOXLYNETELTH, L,
W@W’%ﬁéﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁiéhfwﬁm Z DWW

RN ENDOBEOHEOT N T DL ITT AT, fk

%@®%%Oftﬂﬁbwﬁiw7kbfﬂ%ﬁ
Do MkERAITIAL ZHB I, =T DOEDLHED
HARML TWD, EDRICHR I T BRI S5,

(=N
Au I T7IE, [R%ZO- ] fE CHemZ BT 2 25N
B Zlcmlar R 7 RICHEAENS,

And seated a little apart was a tall man with a fair
and noble face, dark-haired and grey-eyed, proud
and stern of glance. (253)

ARITOKEOHDED HI L ELUVKI
ﬁ&%ﬁﬁé&@ﬁﬁﬁnfkb\77zw/ma
ICEPIL TS, 7oL rm I T, ©NRT
(RO o—BE L T7u Rizbi & bIicfEnm
ERTHIEOOMICEITL, 7a R ZENTNL,
SR E I T OLROHE KL,

He was cloaked and booted as if for a journey on
horseback; and indeed though his garments were
rich, and his cloak was lined with fur, they were
stained with long travel. He had a collar of silver in
which a single white stone was set; his locks were
shorn about his shoulders. On a baldric he wore a
great horn tipped with silver that now was laid upon
his knees. (253)
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But even as they retreated, and before Pippin and
Merry had reached the stair outside, a huge
cor-chieftain, almost man-high, clad in black mail
from head to foot, leaped into the chamber; behind
him his followers clustered in the doorway. His
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broad flat face was swart, his eyes were like coals,
and his tongue was red; he wielded a great spear.
(339)
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. and out of a thicket of young trees and EIf
stepped, clad in grey, but with his hood thrown
back; his glinted like gold in the morning sun. (361)
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Beside it a broad white ladder stood, and at its foot
three Elves were seated. They sprang up as the
travellers approached, and Frodo saw that they were
tall and clad in grey mail, and from their shoulders
hung long white cloaks. (369)
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Very tall they were, and the Lady no less tall than
the Lord; and they were grave and beautiful. They
were clad wholly in white; and the hair of the Lady
was of deep gold, and the hair of the Lord Celeborn
was of silver long and bright; .... (369)
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Frodo was just yielding to the temptation to lie
down again when a dark shape, hardly visible,
floated close to one of the moored boats. A long
whitish hand could be dimly seen as it shot out and
grabbed the gunwale; two pale lamplike eyes shone
coldly as they peered inside, ... Immediately their
light was shut off. There was another hiss and a
splash, and the dark long shape shot away
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downstream into the night. (400)
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