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Department Stores in Hong Kong and Guangzhou
—Centering on Sincere Company Ltd. —

KIKUCHI Toshio
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In the 1920s and the 1940s the four department stores, Sincere Company Ltd., Wing On Company
Ltd., Sun Sun Company Ltd. and The Sun Company Ltd., were located in Shanghai. Taking up
positions of leadership in the Shanghai retail trade, they accelerated maturation of the local
mass-consumption culture and served as an urban function of ‘Modern Shanghai’. In their gorgeous and
colossal commercial facilities, they set up a variety of recreational facilities including amusement
saloons, cinemas, hotels, dance halls, high-class saunas, roller skate rinks. As their managers were
bourgeoisies from Hong Kong and Guangzhou, the prototype of their management styles can be found
in their local business activities of the 1910s. In this paper, | would make clear the activities of
department stores in Hong Kong and Guangzhou, and consider an internal connection to business

deployment in Shanghai.
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