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The Speech Space of Modern China

—Political Dynamics over the Magazine Yanhuang Chungiu—

OIKAWA Junko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The major purpose of this dissertation is to analyze the political dynamics in the speech space of modern
China, by focusing on the monthly magazine Yanhuang Chungiu, a historical magazine that primarily
discusses modern and contemporary Chinese history. The magazine in recent years has become a forum for
debate regarding current affairs and often addresses topics of political reform based on historical criticism.
In addition, the speech space in the magazine is used to promote political reform by providing reformists of
the Chinese Communist Party’s (CCP) opportunities for debate. This paper focuses on issues, such as
editorial policy, the founding of the magazine, the human network surrounding the magazine, and the main
themes articles published in the magazine, as well as, the comparison with other magazines. The
dominating discussions in Yanhuang Chungiu focus on issues generally shied away from within China
such as political reform debate including "Political Criterion™ of the "Political Prohibiting Area." Even
during the current administration, the existence of the reformer Lao Ganbu (Retired Cadres or Old Cadres)
of the Hu Yaobang era uses the effective network to initiate political reform in China.
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