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The closing Character of a Japanese University Museum
—a Case Study of the Scientific Museum, Department of Science, the University of Tokyo—

MORISHIGE Noburo
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this study, the author discusses how the attitude of emphasizing the academic use of university
museums secludes the museums in Japan, while focusing on the case of activities of the museum of
School of Science, the University of Tokyo, which is the first university museum in Japan. This
museum was planned by Professor Morse, as a comprehensive museum open to society. However, this
museum, which was opened after Professor Morse returned to his country, was reluctant to allow
general visitors to enter. This attitude became stronger year by year, and only the researchers who
received prior permissions could enter the museum. Then, as university buildings were relocated, the
items in the museum were distributed to each department, and the museum was closed. The primary
reason why this museum was reluctant to allow off-campus people to enter is that this museum was
considered to be the one for the people inside the university and researchers only from the time of
establishment. The emphasis on academic use hindered public opening and intensified its reclusive
character. The mindset that “university museums are the facilities for academic use” has existed since
the period of the first university museum in Japan, and this mindset secludes university museums.
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