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Shojikan of Bushi in the Middle Ages (5)

—Aspects of “way of death” in “Story of Hogen” and “Story of Heiji”—

OYAMA Shinichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper aims at grasping the Shojikan (the view of life and death) of Bushi in the Middle Ages from
the standpoint of ethics of “way of death” in the light of “Story of Hogen” and “Story of Heiji”
contained in War Chronicles.In the process of verification, the scene of Bushi’s “announcing their own
name” is discussed in an effort to reveal the substance of ethics of the “way of death” in the relation
between individuals and their family root. The “way of death” is also considered herein for
understanding the ethical contradiction wherein Bushi in the Middle Age sacrificed themselves as
individuals for the sake of survival of their Bushi family lineage based on the higher principle of
allegiance to family.In both stories from War Chronicles, although a miserable “way of death” stands
out that was experienced by commanding Bushi who were guillotined after fleeing a long distance, a
dreadful “way of death” of nannies and women is described from time to time as well. As can be seen in
“Story of Hogen” for example, even when it comes to the “way of death” of Harakiri, its root can be
traced back more clearly to the deaths of servants (subordinates) than those of Bushi (masters).

The objective of this paper is to ascertain the ethics of Middle Ages Bushi’s “way of death,” namely
their Shojikan, that was formed through the master-servant relationship of the Bushi-ruled society in the
Middle Ages.
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