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Court Interpreting and Language Equivalency

—Examination of Questioning a Defendant—

MOURI Masako
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Questioning a defendant is one of the important discourses in a courtroom to determine the facts of

an incident.

However, many characteristics of language, e.g. register, wording, grammatical

structure, pragmatics, are not considered as important in interpreting discourses in Japan’s trials;
rather, the word-by-word interpreting, like a conduit, is assumed to be as correct and accurate. This
paper examines the problems of the current system and proposes a better method of interpreting
questions and responses from each participant respectively.
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HFRA : You knew that it is illegal to bring the stimulant
drugs into Japan. Right?
s N Yes, I knew.
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: Why did you try to smuggle them into Japan?
: For money.
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AR @ Is it just for money?

BN Yes.
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HHFR A : Didn’t you doubt his story?
B A @ No, I didn’t,
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1HFER A : Haven’t you ever thought that they would find

the drugs that you were hiding?

5N No.
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1HFR A : Weren’t you worried about that?

A N : No.
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1HFR A : Didn’t you have enough money to buy a truck?
#E A No, I didn’t.
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1HFR A : Didn’t you have any saving?
#5 A : No, I didn’t.
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HHFRA : Didn’t you worry that you would be arrested?
BN 1did.
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1HFER N : You intentionally kept it secret that you had the
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@R : Why did you hide?

#¢45 N : Because I thought I might be arrested.
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HHER A : Tell me what you think about smuggling.
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#5 N : Ya.... I think it is wrong.
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1A @ Then, how about taking the stimulant drugs?
A N ¢ Ya.... It is also wrong.
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HHFRA : You also understood that if you brought the
stimulant drugs into Japan, they would spread here.
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JBFR : Then, we can confirm that you were not a
habitual user of stimulant drugs.
BN @ Yes.
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1HFR A : However, you admit that you used the stimulant
drugs in the past.
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Do you agree?
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1#FR A : What did you think when you heard that phrase?
#7245 N : Um..., I thought it might not be so dangerous
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smuggling?
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HFRA : What did you think at that time?
#H N @ 1 thought it would be OK.
WIRA : KR C oo BnE L,
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HFR A : Why did you hide?

#5 N : Because I thought I might be arrested.
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1HFER N : Is that why you smuggled the stimulant drugs
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AR : Why did you hit the plaintiff?
45 N : Ah, because he shouted at me, “Hey, you, son of
a bitch. Come on.”
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1#HFARA : The plaintiff says that he didn’t say such an
insulting thing. He also says that he knows what it
means although he is not good at English. Isn’t it
correct?
#5745 A :No, no, he really said it.
stop myself.
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1HFER N : Did he say the word “mirror,” at that time?
#2745 N : Ya, I surely heard it, ya. But he looked
embarrassed when he got:--ah, looked at me.
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AR @ Here is a note which says “Hokkaido.” Did you
go to Hokkaido with him?
5N Yes.
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MREEE  RITHCHEELRY £ L7,
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IBFRA : Did you take any pictures on the plane?

5 N 1 already answered it.  Why do you ask the
same question again and again? Is it necessary for me
to answer the question again?
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