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Shojikan of Bushi in the Middle Ages (2)

—Relation between the Middle Ages Bushi and Progenitors of Buddhism Denominations—

OYAMA Shinichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper aims to verify the Shojikan held by Bushi, which was rooted in their perception of causes
of sin or of sinful deeds that stem from acts of slaughter, in the light of their relation with Honen as
well as Nichiren, the progenitors of Kamakura Buddhism denominations. In order to verify this
process, one hypothesis was presented: these Buddhism progenitors, who originally reflected
Bushi-like character, and the Middle Ages Bushi warriors, who possessed the quality of potential
recluse, were inevitably drawn to each other, and moreover, the Shojikan of these two Buddhism
progenitors, who were genealogically Middle Ages recluses, as well as the Middle Ages Bushi
warriors supposedly existed on a philosophically concentric viewpoint. A prospect has been thus
assumed on the basis of the above possibility that the transition in the recluses’ Shojikan from afterlife
Shiseikan to present life based Shojikan might be applied to that of the Middle Ages Bushi warriors. In
an effort to embody such a prospect, adopted herein is the method of examining various aspects of the
faith of the Middle Ages Bushi warriors in line with the assumption of Honen’s afterlife Shiseikan and
Nichiren’s secular Shojikan.
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