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Effects of Frequency of Computer Use and Font Style on Acquisition
Volume of Information from Computer Display
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Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

When developing e-learning materials, it is important to examine the effectiveness of the formats
shown on the computer display, because students try to get the information which should be steadily
memorized for their study from the computer display. When taking an e-learning course on the internet,
the contents are generally displayed in Gothic font unless a certain font is designated. Previous research
suggests that in reading texts on websites Gothic font is more easily comprehensible than Mincho font.
It was also found that the way font variation affects the amount of information students memorize
depends on how long and how frequently students use computers per day. This is suggests that the
degree of familiarity with a font will significantly influence how much is memorized. In this study, all
variables except for font were controlled, and the relationship between the amount of information
memorized and frequency of computer use was investigated.
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