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A Study on Congressional Delegation of Authority
to the Bureaucracy

TAMURA Naohiko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Why does Congress delegate authority to the bureaucracy? Legislators delegate power to the
bureaucracy because they don’t have time and knowledge to address policy-making. However, in
delegating authority, legislators face the possibility that the bureaucracy will make decisions contrary
to their interests. Thus, legislators cautiously decide which authority to delegate. This article analyzes

legislative delegation to the bureaucracy.
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