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The General Public Mobilization System under the Wang Jingwei
Regime: Formation and Popular Participation

HORII Koichiro
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

After the Wang Jingwei Regime came into power in March 1940, the social affairs ministry,
followed by the Social Movements’ Leadership Committee and then the social welfare ministry
became responsible for public guidance. Leadership was ineffective and institutions were bureaucratic.
This also applied to public mobilization organizations, which became multilayered and complex.
Although the public could be mobilized for various war purposes such as labour and contributing
metal material, it was mainly students and public servants who participated. Public sentiment was
unsympathetic to the war mobilization system, including the New Citizens Movement. From early
1943, despite Japan’s new conciliatory policies toward the Wang Jingwei Regime, the Regime
continued to be out of favour with the public. One reason was that its power did not extend to the

grass-roots “baojia” system.
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