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A Study of Lord Sadaie Fuziwara’s Gekan-shu

—Examined from a Calligrapher’s Point of View—

YOSHIDA Kieko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Lord Sadaie Fuziwara is well known as a great poet and a noted “Waka”(Japanese style poetry)
scholar in the Kamakura period. Gekan-shu was written by him. It is a manual of manuscripts of
“Waka-syu” (a collection of Waka). Being the Chief of the noble House of the Mikohidari, he was the
sole selector of “Chokusen Waka-shu”(a compilation by Imperial Command) which is called

Shinchokusen Waka-shu.

To compile Sinchokusen Waka-shu, he collected a lot of private

gatherings of Waka, and he copied them with the members of the House of the Mikohidari. He had
read lots of manuscripts of “Waka-shu” and he selected some from a great deal of wakas in the
manuscripts. In the period, copying manuscripts was very important, but it had a problem. This study

examines why Lord Sadaie Fuziwara wrote Gekan-shu.
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