HARZR A

EHSERIFZERHCEE  No.9, 361-365 (2008)

AREFRRE XU R ML OSSN
— AR RHENN S X Y A b ~—

%
r_'-»"

H AR RFZRFERE

3

rL“

I
B WA TER

Yoshiro Ishihara’s Encounter with Christianity
—From Tamio Hojo to Christ—

SHIBASAKI Satoshi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Yoshiro Ishihara is one of the most famous Christian poets in Japan.

According to his

autobiographical sketch, in 1938 he read The Philosophy of Tragedy by Lev Shestov and learned about

the Russian novelist Dostoevski.

Because of that, Ishihara became interested in Christianity, to

which Dostoevski was deeply committed. How did he learn about Shestov? 1 think that it was
through the work A Conception in the Hansen’s Disease Hospital by Tamio Hojo, a Japanese novelist,
for, in the scene of three patients’ conversation in the novel, The Philosophy of Tragedy is mentioned.

I am sure that Ishihara must have been interested in it.

I conclude, therefore, that Ishihara was led to

Dostoevski through Shestov and was led to Christianity through Dostoevski.
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