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A Study of Oral Culture

—The Change in Appearance of Oral Culture of the Atayal Tribe—

ITO Junko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This work focuses on people from ancient times who have expressed themselves through an oral
culture. In its early stages of development an oral culture has no written language. As an example, the
aborigines of Taiwan have no written language even now. They handed down poems, songs and stories
orally. However, these days there is an increasing tendency for external factors to gradually bring about
change in this long-established tradition. This paper presents research on the pattern of change in the
Atayal tribe, with the understanding that this pattern can be applied to other oral cultures.
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