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The Doha round of talks, which began in 2001 collapsed in the summer of 2008 after seven years of
on-again, off-again negotiations. A series of talks reached impasse when the World Trade Organization
could not bridge differences between a group of newly confident developing countries and western
economic power. The failure delivers not only a blow to the WTO, but questions the effectiveness of
the Most-Favored-Nation treatment, which is one of the prime principles under the WTO regime.
Meantime, the proliferation of bilateral deal such as Free Trade Agreement has reached almost the
point where MFN is no longer a viable treatment, and contradicts the original intent of MFN treat-
ment. This paper attempts to analyze three key issues. The first one is the structure and application of
Regional Trade Agreement. The second one is the rapid expansion and the proliferation of free trade
deals, and the final one is an interpretation of the article GATT24 because of its ambiguity.
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