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The Social and Cultural Conditions of the Women Marriage Migrants

in Rural Japan
—The Results of City-Wide Surveys of Minami-Uonuma-City in Niigata Prefecture, Japan—

TAKEDA Satoko
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

20 years have passed since local governments in rural Japan adopted the policy to help its
male residents find brides in Asian countries in order to alleviate the problem of “bride-shortage” in

their communities. While the unprecedented government action was short-lived because of the
widespread social criticism in media, the inflow of foreign brides from Asian countries to Japan has

continued.

What happened to the lives of the marriage migrants in rural Japan in the past 20 years? Few
studies exist that have tried to clarify the question. The purpose of this study is to clarify the
conditions of marriage migrants in Minami-Uonuma in Niigata by studying the results of the two

city-wide surveys implemented from October 2006 to February 2007 by the initiative of the local
government in cooperation with the group of citizens involved in supporting foreign residents in

Minami-Uonuma.
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