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Role of the Submarine in the Soviet Union’s/Russian Military Strategy

SHAKUDA Ryuichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

As the Soviet Union/Russia is continent nations, The Army was the center of the military strategy. In
the Stalin government, nuclear arms were not important in the military strategy of the Soviet Union.
The Navy was given only supporting role of The Army, and the submarine occupied only the central
position in The Navy. However, in the Khrushchev government, the Soviet Union came to attach great
importance to the power of the nuclear arms and shifted to the military strategy that interwove nuclear
arms. And as the nuclear-powered submarine and SLBM (Submarine-Launched-Ballistic-Missile)
were developed in 1950's, the submarine acquired ability for nuclear attack for Retaliation/Second
strike and improved attack ability for the enemy fleets. As a result, submarine became indispensable to
the Soviet Union’s/Russian military strategy. In the contemporary Russia, too, the submarine has been

keeping its important role in the military strategy.
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