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National Consciousness in Kyrgyzstan
—Focusing on the “Manas Epic” and the “Statehood 2200 of Kyrgyzstan—

NAKANISHI Ken
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The first President of Kyrgyzstan A.Akaev tried to exploit the Manas Epic in order to unite the new
nation. The Manas Epic, the longest epic in the world, is the most important component of the ethnic
Kyrgyz’s pride as well as the title “the most ancient ethnicity in the Central Asia” given by an
academic V. Vartol’d, an academician of the Academy of Sciences USSR.

There exists the ethnical and territorial rift between the ancient and contemporary Kyrgyz. The
former President endeavored to “graft” the one on the other by manipulating the historic facts. It is
often considered as the counterfeit of the history for the political use which followed the Soviet way.
In comparison to the other leader of the Central Asia, however, Akaev’s manipulation of the history is
rather innocent. He induced democracy from the Epic as one of the national concept and this seems to
be not far from reality, considering the circumstances the ethnic Kyrgyz who were outnumbered by the
surrounding the nomadic and dynastic groups and always stuck together for defending.

The problem is, however, that this unity depended on each tribal unit, not national. He faced the
rift between his ideals and the realities. The realities are the artificial character of the nation, the tribal
and regional cleavage, the loose bondage of the political elites, and the dependence to Russia which
had given the legitimacy to the Kyrgyz nation and statehood.
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