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An Analysis of “Scoop” among Newspapers in Relation to the

Liutiaohu Incident
— Evidence of “Chinese Plot” and Information Manipulation by the Japanese Military Authorities —

SATO Katsuya
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

The Liutiaohu Incident which led to the Manchurian Crisis was plotted by the Kwantung Army. The
Army announced that the Chinese soldiers were responsible for the explosion of the South Manchurian
Railway. Initially some correspondents doubted official statements, but Japanese media rushed into
“scooping” the evidence of “the Chinese plot”. Although Osaka Mainichi Newspaper actively
reported the incident; it was Osaka Asahi Newspaper and Tokyo Asahi Newspaper that scooped the
photograph first as proof of the “Chinese plot”. A scooping competition ensued with Osaka Mainichi
Newspaper publishing a special edition with photos the following day. In wartime with little chance to
gather material, in addition the fact that the Army appeared to control information handling, produces
further evidence that the competitive scooping of “the Chinese plot” was brought on not just by the

rivalry among Japanese newspapers, but by the propaganda of the media savvy Kwantung Army.
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