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Comparative Study of Waka in Tale of Genji

— In relation to Chinese Translations of Kiritsubo —

WU Chuan
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

Waka is one of fixed format verses in Japan and it can express a crystallized Japanese mind.
Although it is comprised of five clauses with 31 syllables thus becoming a unique format, it often is
translated into seven words with two clauses or five words with four clauses as Chinese style verses.
As the result, renditions of specific rhythms and images of Waka seem to be imperfect.

This paper presents a new style of Chinese translation of Waka conforming to a basic format in three

clauses with five,

seven and three syllables that are author's own translations into Chinese

through comparing Waka written in "Kiritsubo" of "Tale of Genji" with five examples of their Chinese
translations while studying contents and rhetoric of Waka and eliciting issues and important points in

translating it from Japanese into Chinese.
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