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Shojikan of Bushi in the Middle Ages (3)

—Situations Surrounding the Bushi in the Middle Ages, Ippen, and the Jishu—

OYAMA Shinichi
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In the previous paper entitled “Shojikan of Bushi in the Middle Ages (2),” the Shojikan held by
Bushi, which was rooted in their perception of causes of sin or of sinful deeds stemming from acts of
slaughter, was discussed in the light of their relations with Honen (1133-1212) as well as Nichiren
(1222-1282). This paper considers a hypothesis that the religious faith of the Middle-Ages Bushi
warriors was demanded to make a choice between two alternatives, “afterlife” or “present life,” in
other words, future-based Shiseikan or present-based Shojikan in the midst of innovative religious
environment of Kamakura Buddhism. In doing so, the present-based Shojikan, which is one of these
alternatives, is examined in connection with the contemporary Buddhist monk Ippen and the Jishu sect
founded by him. By particularly recognizing the philosophy of Ippen as an ultimate present-based
Shojikan, this paper verifies the Shojikan held by Bushi warriors in their relations with Ippen and the

Jishu.
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