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William Faulkner’s Yoknapatawpha and Oshiro Tatsuhiro’s Okinawa:
—Identity and Literariness—

MIYAKAWA Koji
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

In this thesis I would like to compare some of the Yoknapatawpha stories by William Faulkner
(1897-1962) with short stories by Oshiro Tatsuhiro (1925-), a Japanese writer in Okinawa, focusing on

history, place, identity, and literariness.

The works examined here are “That Evening Sun” and As |
Lay Dying by Faulkner and “Cocktail Party” and “Turtle-shaped Tomb” by Oshiro.

As a modernist

writer, Faulkner experimented in his writings, most famously using the stream of consciousness

technique and creating Balzac-style narratives in which the same characters reappear.

Meanwhile,

Oshiro has experimented with writing in the Okinawan language and has worked on creating an

Okinawa Saga.
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