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The New National Movement, started in early 1942 under the Wang Jingwei Regime, involved no new
ideas or doctrines, but was launched along the lines of the somewhat successful New Life Movement of
Chongging. Its aim was public mobilization for total war in tandem with the outbreak of the Pacific
War. Yet its advocation of “constitutional government” proved impracticable, and as the “pan-Asianism
doctrine” followed the ideals of the Japanese Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere, it misread the
direction of Chinese nationalism. As for the “New Citizens’ Association” of northern China (Huabei),
while it had a superficial consistency, in reality, advancement within Huabei was checked. The New
National Movement was proposed within the Wang Regime to replace the stagnated Asian Association
Campaign. The fact that public mobilization work was divided into these two movements made
capturing public sentiment even more difficult.
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