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Old Generation in the Meiji Period Modernization
—A Case Study Based on Who’s Who of the Japanese Living in Manchuria—

KOMINE Kazuo
Nihon University, Graduate School of Social and Cultural Studies

This paper presents our research results on the social mobility of Japanese during the early period

of modernization of socioeconomic system. Owing to a difficulty of collecting materials, this topic has
been researched insufficiently in past studies. Data sources in this research project are extracted from a
historical material published in 1908, that is, Who’s who of the Japanese Living in Manchuria. In this
paper, through the analysis of careers of Japanese males who grew up at the end of Tokugawa
shogunate presented in the book, we have tried to show how old generation adjusted to the

modernization in Meiji Japan.
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